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Banner of Love 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 
Song of Solomon 2:4 


IS banner over me was love, was 
love! 
Say not the way was long, nor fierce 
the strife: 
For He was there, and every moment of 
The earthly conflict was abundant life. 
Speak not of hopes deferred, of dreams 
laid down— 
Through all of these His presence has 
sufficed. 
This was my joyous privilege, 
crown: . 
In every furnace, to have walked with 
Christ. 


His banner over me was love. Let this, 

And only this, be written where I lie, 

When all life’s toil and tears I shall dis- 
miss; 

Raise over me this single battle cry— 

Write it in words of flame for all to 
read. 

Who knows the Saviour has no other 
need. 


my 
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Before the Heat of the Day 


As the Israelites gathered manna in 
the morning, so we should feed on the 
Word of God at the beginning of the 
day. Méses said to them, “This is the 
bread which the Lord hath given you to 
eat. This is the thing which the Lord 
hath commanded, Gather of it every 
man according to his eating, an omer for 
every man, according to the number of 





your persons; take ye every man for 
them which are in his tents” (Exod. 16: 
15, 16). Commenting on this, F. B., in 
the French calendar, Méditation Quoti- 
dienne (published by Vie et Liberté, 
Lausanne, Switzerland), says: “The 
manna came down on the dew; it had to 
be gathered early, before the heat of the 
day. The dew makes one think of the 
Word of God (‘My doctrine shall drop 
as the rain, my speech shall distil as the 
dew, as the small rain upon the tender 
herb, and as the showers upon the grass,’ 
Deut. 32:2), which presents to us Christ, 
‘the true bread from heaven’ (John 6: 
32). We must get up early and gather 
a daily portion of it before the heat of 
the day, and before the absorbing oc- 
cupations of the day have invaded our 
hearts. It was necessary, too, to eat all 
the manna gathered, otherwise worms 
would get into it. So Christ gives Him- 
self entirely; but we can only receive 
the benefit in a measure proportioned 
to that which faith appropriates. Every 
accumulation of unproductive knowl- 
edge is in danger of being changed into 


s 


a curse. And we cannot nourish our- 
selves with the memory of what we 
have received previously. ‘And they 
gathered it every morning, every man 
according to his eating: and when the 
sun waxed hot, it melted’ (Exod. 16:21). 
We must go out again and bow down to 
gather.” Beginning one’s day with Bible 
study and prayer is like tuning up an 
instrument before beginning to play in 
an orchestra; like eating a meal before 
using the energy of body and brain; like 
using a prophylactic against disease be- 
fore being exposed to it; like absorbing 
sunshine’ and fresh air in vacation to 
help to guard against illness during the 
cloudy, wet days of fall and winter. It 
is noteworthy throughout Scripture that 
many important things were done in the 
early morning. Those who make it a 
practice to take time every day—and 
preferably at the outset—to read, medi- 
tate on, and pray over the Scriptures 
will testify with the psalmist, “More to 
be desired are they than gold, yea, than 
much fine gold: sweeter also than honey 
and the honeycomb” (Psa. 19:10). 
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Vil. Sensitiveness as a 


Measure of Power 
In the series, “Ourselves and Others,” by H. Clay Trumbull 


ERSONAL sensitiveness is gener- 
ally looked upon as a source of 
weakness, and its exceptional pos- 
session is generally supposed to limit, 
if not to destroy, its possessor’s power of 
achievement as well as of enjoyment. 
Yet, as a matter of fact, personal sensi- 
tiveness is also a source of peculiar 
strength; and its exceptional possession 
may be—whether in a given case it is so 
or not—a means of high achievement on 
the part of its possessor, while increasing 
his power of giving help and enjoy- 
ment to others. 
The world’s opinion on this point is 
indicated in the frequency of such ex- 
pressions as, “He is too sensitive,” “She 








Comfort for Dark Days 








“For this God is our.God for 
ever and ever: he will be our guide 
even unto death” (Psa. 48:14). 
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is too sensitive,” “You are too sensitive.” 
And one of the standard lexicons of to- 
day voices the popular feeling when it 
gives, as an illustrative suggestion of 
the place of sensitiveness among human 
faculties, the statement that “the most 
sensible men are Ahe least sensitive.” 
Many a person, holding this estimate of 
sensitiveness, says of himself or herself, 
“I know I am too sensitive”; or, “I 
know that a great deal of my unhappi- 
ness comes from my being so very sensi- 
tive. I am sorry for it, but then my 
sensitiveness is my chief weakness.” 

The whole aim of Buddhism, indeed, 
which just now has such a strange popu- 
larity among English-speaking peoples, 
is to exterminate sensitiveness; and its 
highest conception of ideal blessedness 
is a state of existence in which sensitive- 
ness is an impossibility. Its underlying 
argument is that in porportion to our 
sensitiveness is our liability to suffer; 
therefore a lack of sensibility is desir- 
able as bringing to us entire freedom 
from suffering. The premises of Bud- 
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dhism, that our measure of sensitiveness 
is the measure of our liability to suffer, 
are certainly correct; but it by no means 
follows that we should be the gainers 
if we were to lessen in any degree our 
capacity for suffering; and here is where 
the world’s opinion, that he who is most 
sensible is least sensitive, is rightly to be 
challenged. 

“Sensitiveness,” like “sensibility,” is a 
peculiar acuteness of the senses; it is a 
peculiar susceptibility to impressions 
through the senses. Sensitiveness, there- 
fore, must, in the nature of things, give 
larger possibilities of power, even 
though it gives, also, larger possibilities 
of discomfort and peril. In this regard 
it is with the mechanism of man’s per- 
sonality as with all material mechanism; 
the more sensitive the machine, the 
greater its possibilities in the direction 
of its best using, and the greater its lia- 
bility: to derangement and to misuse. 
In the weighing of gold, as the standard 
of earth’s values; and in the weighing of 
drugs and chemicals, on the use of which 
depends the safety of human lives, there 
are employed balances so sensitive as to 
turn at the weight of one fifteen-hun- 
dredth part of a grain. Standard bal- 
ances, which will weigh with unerring 
accuracy a thousand ounces, are so sen- 
sitive as to turn at the impression of the 
bodily warmth of a man standing near 
one of their arms. Such balances are, 
indeed, peculiarly liable to derangement 
and disorder; but, notwithstanding this, 
it is the measure of their sensitiveness 
that is the measure of their power in 
the immediate line of their use and 
value. In the barometer, in the ther- 
mometer, in the tasimeter, in the chron- 
ograph, and in the phonograph, it is the 
measure of sensitiveness that is the 
measure of the instrument’s power. 
And who would ask that the magnetic 
needle should be less sensitive than it 
is, while he is dependent on that sensi- 
tiveness for his safe guidance across the 
ocean to the haven of his seeking? 


As with inanimate mechanism, so with 
the mechanism of animate life; its pos- 
sibility of power is proportioned to its 
measure of sensitiveness, all the way up 
the scale of being from the lowest grade 
of the zoophyte to the highest grade of 
civilized man. The oyster is sometimes 
taken as the type of an absolutely un- 
sensitive equanimity; yet the very oys- 
ter’s grandest power is in that measure 
of its sensitiveness which causes its life 
to go out into the making of a priceless 
pearl. Nor is this measure of animate 
power to be undervalued because of its 
correspondent increase of liability to 
suffering and danger. As Trench has it: 

The oyster sickens while the pearl doth 

substance 


win, 
Thank God for pains that prove a noble 
growth within. 


And even though, as Cowper says, it 
is true that 

A kick that scarce would move a horse 

May kill a sound divine, 

there are few who would think that a 
clergyman would gain power as a 
clergyman by having a like lack of sen-— 
sibility with a horse. Cowper himself 
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was inclined to this latter opinion, and 
he said: ; 

*Twere better to be born a stone, 

Of ruder shape and fee none, 

Than with a tenderness e mine,’ 

And sensibilities so fine. ‘ 
But Cowper’s work in the world while 
he lived, and his place in history after- 
ward, were a result of his “sensibilities 
so fine,” which gave him such personal 
discomfort as to make him wish he were 
without them. 

“Sensitiveness” is, after all, only an 
intensification of “sense.” The man of 
sense is the man who is keenly sensitive 
to his environments, to his opportuni- 
ties, to his duties, and to the feelings 
and needs of his fellows, and who bears 
himself wisely in view of all that his 
sensitiveness discloses to him. No man 
can be sensible, therefore, without a full 
measure of sensibility, or sensitiveness. 
Burke said of the statesman and the 
legislator: “The true lawgiver ought to 
have a heart full of sensibility”; he who 
would legislate for others must feel with 
others. And as it is in this sphere of 
human influence and action, so it is in 
every other; only he who is exception- 
ally sensitive to his surroundings can 
have exceptional power in ministry to, 
or in sway over, those who are within 
the sweep of his surroundings. To be 
lacking in sensitiveness is to be lacking 
in the data that sensitiveness supplies to 
a man as the basis of his sensible action. 
To that degree in which he has sensi- 
tiveness, and to that degree only, can a 
man have that knowledge of others that 
will enable him to enter into their feel- 
ings, and to move them through the in- 
terplay of his and their sympathies. 

Of course, a larger degree of sympa- 
thy with others involves a larger degree 
of suffering on one’s own part. He who 
has little of sensitiveness knows little of 
suffering; and he who knows little of 
suffering can have or can show little of 
sympathy with those who suffer. Hence 
it is that he who has greatest power of 
sympathy, and who is most effective in 
his ministry of sympathy, is sure to be 
one who has greatest power of suffer- 
ing, and who has been caused to endure 
severest experiences of peculiar suffer- 
ing. It is, in fact, his exceptional power 
of suffering in his own nature that gives 
any man an exceptional: power of sym- 
pathy with other sufferers. It is in his 
excessive sensitiveness for himself and 
for others, that his power of having and 
of showing feeling in behalf of others 
lies. That excessive sensitiveness en- 
ables him to image from his own ex- 
perience the physical or mental suffer- 
ing of another, which is beyond the com- 
prehension of one less sensitive than 
himself. 

The power of enjoyment, like the 
power of suffering, is measured by the 
measure of one’s personal sensitiveness. 
An acute sensibility to outside impres- 
sions is as sure to intensify one’s capa- 
city for pleasure as for pain. While it is 
true that 
The heart that is soonest awake to the flowers 
Is always the first to be touched by the thorns, 
it is also true that the heart that is 
readiest to weep with: those who weep 
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is readiest to rejoice with those who re- 
joice, and that the keenest conceivable 
sense of delight is known only to those 
whose capacity for, and whose experi- 
ence of, sorrow and suffering is beyond 
that of their fellows generally. If, in- 
(Continued on page 544) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


What About Willful Sin? 


Would you please give me an ex- 
planation of Hebrews 10:26, “For if 
we sin wilfully after that we have re- 
ceived ‘the knowledge of the truth, 
there remaineth no more sacrifice for 
sins.” It would appear, from a short 
examination, that this would make it 
impossible to receive forgiveness for 
sin, though I’m sure this is not what 
it means. Everyone is guilty to vary- 
ing extents of willful sin —An Illinois 
reader. 


There is no evidence here that the 
persons in question have been saved. 
It speaks of those who “have received 
the knowledge of the truth,” which is 
not enough in itself for regeneration. 
If those continue rejecting Christ, there 
is no other sacrifice for sins. “Neither 
is there salvation in any other: for there 
is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved” 
(Acts 4:12). 

There is always forgiveness for the 
unsaved or the saved man who will sin- 
cerely turn to Christ, the Saviour, for 
that forgiveness. Of the unsaved He 
said, “Him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out” (John 6:37). The 
psalmist said, “But there is forgiveness 
with thee, that thou mayest be feared” 
(Psa. 130:4). To the saved, the Apos- 
tle John wrote by inspiration, “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 


Commenting on this verse, Dr. W. L. 
Pettingill wrote: “Many a man has the 
knowledge of the truth who neverthe- 
less refuses to ‘walk in the truth. He 
knows that Jesus is a Saviour, and yet 
he rejects Him. Now, in the 29th verse 
he is described as one ‘who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath 


counted the blood of the covenant, 


wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy 
thing, and hath done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace.’ This is not a _ back- 
slidden Christian, but a rebellious and 
blasphemous unbeliever. 

“All confusion on this question would 
disappear if we once learned that salva- 
tion is by grace. Grace is favor, and is 
independent of merit, of deservings, or 
of works; it is ‘the gift of God.’” . When 
Dr. Pettingill spoke of the gift, he un- 
doubtedly had in mind this word, “For 
by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God” (Eph. 2:8). (The. quotation 
from Dr. Pettingill is from “Bible Ques- 
tions Answered,” Dunham Pub. Co. 
Findlay, Ohio, $4.) 
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The Bible at the Brussels World's Fair 


How it is given a place by Protestants, Catholics, Jews, even Russians 


ARE in the midst of the World’s 

Fair. Ten million visitors of 

all nationalities have already 
walked around the main attraction of 
the Fair, the Atomium, gleaming in the 
daytime and sparkling with a thousand 
points of light at night. They have in- 
spected the two hundred buildings and 
pavilions that have been erected on 
about 495 acres of land, 4 miles from 
the center of Brussels. 

Ever since April 17, that rainy day 
when the King of the Belgians formally 
opened the Exhibition, the crowds have 
pressed in to admire all the wonders 
that man’s genius has managed to create. 
In the coming months it is estimated 
that the number of visitors may reach 
from 40 to 50 millions. 

The organizers of the Exhibition 
planned to make it a massive tribute to 
the glory of man, to his genius and to 
the progress of humanism in all do- 
mains: scientific, cultural and philo- 
sophic. It was to be a dazzling testi- 
monial to “the miracles which men have 
accomplished and which are to come.” 

The result is before us. Beside the 
fifty-three national pavilions, a dozen 
international organizations are repre- 
sented. Here the most divergent cul- 
tures, philosophies, and pelitical tenden- 
cies are advertising themselves, contra- 
dicting and challenging each other. 

Some might fear that the testimony 
to the presence of God and His eternal 
Word in this fleeting world would be 


excluded or drowned in the number and ‘ 


variety of human displays. 


A Testimony in the Heart of the Fair 


Long before 1958, however, Bible-lov- 
ing Christians had been at work to plant 


a testimony in the heart of the Fair that ° 


would touch the masses with the Bible. 
The person of Christ, Light of the world 
(John 8:12), and the Parable of the 
Sower were the inspiration of their 
plans. 

The result is striking. Three pavilions 
are dedicated to God’s message to suffer- 
ing, bewildered, lost humanity. 

First of all there is the Luminous 
Bible, the Expo-Bible, not far from the 
Atomium in the center of the Fair. 
Fifty feet high and thirty-three wide, 
it proclaims in illuminated letters God’s 
eternal message in the words of Scrip- 
ture. English, French, Dutch, German, 
Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, and Rus- 
Sian are used in succession to engrave 
on men’s hearts the words of hope, par- 
don, and salvation. 

Below the Luminous Bible is the 
Stand of the Belgian Bible Society, well 
Stocked with Scriptures in the languages 
of the five continents. Visitors receive 
a booklet prepared by the Scripture 
Gift Mission (London), entitled “Words 
of Life” and containing passages that ex- 

Plain the way of salvation. Two audio- 





Mr. Wassilieff, one of the members 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission, has 
searched through the Exposition in 
Brussels for traces of Christianity, 
and tells here of some of the inter- 
esting things he has found. Of all 
the Mission workers, he is especially 
well qualified to write this article. 
By birth a Russian, born in the 
Greek Orthodox Church, he is now 
a naturalized Belgian and has 
been trained in the Mission institute. 
He has studied independently and 
learned much from his stay in Eng- 
land and attendance at the Keswick 
Convention. He is pastor of two 
churches and has been on a commit- 
tee meeting in Paris to translate the 
Russian Bible into more modern 
speech. 








visual machines are in use. One gives 
John 3:16 in fifteen languages and the 
other shows views describing the action 
of the Bible in the world. 

Then there is the pavilion of Protes- 
tant Churches (the World Council) with 
its roomy chapel and wide, stained glass 
windows. Four times a day visitors are 
welcomed to worship services held in 
English, French, Dutch, and German. 

The Bible lies open there in the place 
of honor. The preachers come, one after 
the other. The more, the speaker is at- 
tached to the Bible, the more his mes- 
sage is pure and in harmony with the 
Book that is always in sight of the au- 
dience. On leaving the chapel the vis- 
itor passes a small stand of the Belgian 
Bible Society, which gives the same op- 
portunity to buy Scripture portions as 
in the pavilion of the Luminous Bible. 

A few steps away, in the Congo build- 
ing, the section given to Protestant_mis- 
sions in the Belgian Congo shows what 
the Gospel can do,in the most distant 
and uncivilized countries. ° 


In Central Hall Dominated by Lenin 


When the curious visitor enters the 
imposing Russian building, crammed 
with all forms of clever propaganda, 
whose Central Hall is dominated by a 
colossal statue of Lenin and Sputnik I 
and II (soon III?), he says at once, 
“There is no place here for God and the 
Bible!” Is not this ‘the Lenin who in 
1917 posted on the ancient walls of the 
Kremlin the words of Karl Marx, “Re- 
ligion is the opiate of the people”? 
(Adapting these fateful words to the use 
of millions of Russians he used to say, 
“Religion is the sivoukha—denatured 
vodka—of the Russfan people.”) 

But forty years have passed. (Forty 
is the number of trial in the Bible!) 
Lenin is dead and his successor, almost 
entirely repudiated, rests beside him in 
the mausoleum of Red Square. Once 
again the Bible is being printed and 


By A. WASSILIEFF 


sold in Russia, but still in ridiculously 
small quantities. Just as ridiculous is 
the religious tolerance grudgingly ac- 
corded, which, contrary to what people 
generally suppose, is quite different from 
religious liberty in the West. Antireli- 
gious propaganda, favored by the State 
and sanctioned by the Soviet constitu- 
tion, is in full force. 

Whatever may be the political motives 
that have inspired the gift of a few 
scraps of liberty to Russian Christians, 
the Bible has a place in their pavilion. 
It is not the “Antireligious Manuals” nor 
“The Bible for Believers and Unbe- 
lievers” (blasphemous and wicked writ- 
ings invented by E. Jaroslavsky, leader 
of the Godless society), but actually the 
Holy Bible and the New Testament and 
Psalms published in 1956 by the Soviet 
Orthodox Church, with the approval and 
benediction of His Holiness Alexis, 
Patriarch of Moscow and all the Rus- 
sias! 

Placed beside this Bible and the 
Testaments are religious publications 
(Evangelical, Lutheran, Jewish, Bud- 
dhist, and Mohammedan) that are now 
appearing in Russia. Here is the official 
organ of the Soviet Orthodox Church, 
The Messenger of the Moscow Patriarch- 
ate, but also The Fraternal Messenger, 
official organ of the Union of Evangel- 
ical Baptist Christians. 


The Soviet Constitution in the Center 


All of this material is laid out around 
a poster that reproduces the text of the 
Soviet constitution, which affirms that 
in the U.S.S.R. “the Church is separate 
from the state and from state schools, 
that there is freedom of worship and 
freedom for antireligious propaganda.” 
This does not apply to freedom for re- 
ligious propaganda, which is still for- 
bidden. Actually, all public worship 
runs the risk of. being interpreted by 
the authorities as an attempt to propa- 
gate one’s religion. 

It is a remarkable fact that the two 
“Messengers” are printed on the same 
paper, with the same type, the same 
number of pages, and in the same state 
print shop! Everything in the U.S.S.R. 
is still directed and often inspired by 
the state—even religious liberty and tol- 
erance. 

But the “Soviet” Bible is there. What 
a remarkable history it has! In 1954 
when the Moscow Patriarch received 
permission from the government. to 
print the Bible (the old. Synodale Bible 
with the Apocrypha), he found himself 
in trouble. No state print shop had 
enough type for the edition in question. 

Several weeks later the Patriarch 
heard that the printing establishment of 
the Union of the Godless was putting 
up for sale some of its equipment, be- 
cause the new proreligious tendencies 
had caused a sharp decline in circula- 
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tion. He bought the type which for 
forty years had been used to print anti- 
religious literature and it then served 
to print the first Bible in Soviet Russia. 
At the same time (1956) the New Tes- 
tament and Psalms appeared. 

By an astonishing coincidence, it was 
exactly one hundred years before this 
that Czar Alexander II, after thirty 
years of opposition to the Bible So- 
cieties, granted the authorization to 
translate and print the Bible in the 
language of the common people. 

At the Brussels World’s Fair, in the 
U.S.S.R. pavilion, God is testifying to 
the perpetuity of His Word. We must 
add that the Union of Evangelical Bap- 
tist Christians of the U.S.S.R.. also re- 
ceived permission to print 10,000 Bibles 
without the Apocrypha, and the Ameri- 
can Bible Society offered to Russian be- 
lievers the plates with which they had 
been printing Russian Bibles in the 
United States and Great Britain, during 
the years when the Bible was forbidden 
in Russia. 

This edition will come out in June, 
1958, and will be sold for seven dollars. 
We hear that these Bibles have been 
ordered and paid for, long in advance. 

Special attention awaits Russian vis- 
itors to the Fair: a Scripture portion. 
After having known the gospel of Karl 
Marx, with what joy they accept the 
Gospel according to Mark! 


Israel’s Tribute to the Bible 

Evangelical Christians are especially 
happy to visit the building of the new 
State of Israel, which is a striking trib- 
ute to the Bible and the God of the 
Bible. It proclaims that God is faithful 
to “the promises made to the fathers.” 
At the entrance we admire a panel, in- 
scribed in the ancient Hebrew and in 
modern languages, which quotes the 
great promise made to Abraham: “All 
the land which thou seest, to thee will 
I give it, and to thy seed for ever” (Gen. 
13:15). 

The general theme of the exhibit is: 


“A country without people: 
A peopl without a country; 
Return to the Promised Land.” 


A lavishly illustrated catalogue, a 
masterpiece of condensation, sums up 
the miracle of Israel as it is shown in 
this Fair building. These prophetic 
words are given prominence: “Thus 
saith the Lord God; I will even gather 
you frgm the people, and assemble you 
out of the countries where ye have been 
scattered, and I will give you the land 
of Israel” (Ezek. 11:17). 

In the center of one hall is displayed 
an authentic manuscript 2000 years old, 
discovered near the Dead Sea in 1947. 
Fruits and various ‘milk products prove 
that Israel, once a desert, has become 
again “a land flowing with milk and 
honey” (Exod. 3:8). 

The Zionist motto in Hebrew and 
other languages is displayed in another 
section: “If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, 
let my right hand forget her cunning” 
(Psa. 137:5). 

Beside a model of the Dead Sea, a 
realistic statue of Lot's wife, all frosted 
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over with salt, gives an idea of the 
tragedy of this materialistic soul who 
turned longingly to see the cursed cities 
and was struck down by divine judg- 
ment. 

The resurgence of new life in every 
domain is illustrated by objects and ap- 
propriate statistics: the rebirth of the 
land and the Chosen People; the rebirth 
of the ancient Hebrew tongue spoken 
by our Lord, the prophets, and apostles; 
the fabulous mineral wealth of the Dead 
Sea; the progress in industry, science, 
and the arts; and the system of irriga- 
tion that transforms the age-old desert 
into a luxuriant garden. 

Here are the royal purple lilies of the 
field among other flowers. They remind 
us of the Master’s words, “Consider the 
lilies of the field” (Matt. 6:28). Yes, 
Israel’s pavilion is a magnificent proof 
of the veracity of the Bible and of the 
faithfulness of the God of the Bible. 

To the right of the U.S.S.R. building 
rises a little pavilion that seems to be 
dwarfed by the Russian colossus. It is 
divided into five sections for the exhib- 
its of Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Irak, and 
Saudi Arabia. 

This union of Israel’s enemies is sug- 
gestive. Is it not a forecast of the final 
conspiracy of her neighbors to exter- 
minate her if possible? However, in 
spite of the hostility to Israel, it has a 
Biblical atmosphere, for the Scriptures 
are also there. 

In the Egyptian section the Christian 
visitor stops before a magnificent chariot 
belonging to a Pharaoh, dating from the 
time of Israel’s oppression and exodus. 
Is this involuntary on the part of the 
organizers of the exhibit or is it inten- 
tional defiance? Might it be a provi- 
dential testimony of the God of Israel 
who brought out His people “with a 
mighty hand and an outstretched arm” 
(Deut. 25:8); He “took off their chariot 
wheels” (Exod. 14:25); and, “Pharaoh’s 
chariots and his host hath he cast into 
the sea” (Exod. 15:4) adds the Song of 
Moses. Chariots . . . just like this one 
before us! 


The Dead Sea Scrolls and Babylon 
Fragments of the Dead Sea manu- 
scripts are on display here.: There is also 
a model of the River Nile upon which 
God poured out His judgments. 
Irak has an impressive model of the 
city of Babylon in the time of Nebu- 


chadnezzar, 600 B.C. We can now un- , 


derstand the motive and origin of the 
king’s pride, remembering his words in 
Daniel 4:30, “Is not this great Babylon, 
that I have built ... by the might of my 
power, and for the honour of my maj- 
esty?” And then comes the divine an- 
swer to that boundless pride: “The 
kingdom is departed from thee. And 
they shall drive thee from men, and thy 
dwelling shall be with the beasts of the 
field .. . until thou know that the most 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
giveth it to whomsoever he will” (Dan. 
4:31, 32). 

Jordan’s exhibit contains a model of 
the Holy City, Jerusalem, and the Mount 
of Olives. Tiny red lights outline the 
Via Dolorosa, the path of suffering that 
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our Lord trod from Gethsemane to Cal- 
vary. The Ascension took place here on 
the top of the Mount of Olives. A little 
chapel proclaims the fact that the Lord 

must return in glory; “and his feet shall 
stand in that day upon the mount of 
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on 

the east, and the mount of Olives shall 

cleave in the midst thereof” (Zech. 14: 

4). Several steps farther on there is a 

reconstruction of the village of Bethle- 

hem surrounded by fields where the 

glory of the Lord shone and the angels 

appeared almost twenty centuries ago. 

The Word was made flesh in this village 

to dwell among us! 

The whole pavilion of the Arab States 
clearly attempts to underline the 
thought that the Near East is the cradle 
of the three great world religions: the 
religion of Jesus’ Christ, the religion of, 
Mohammed, and the religion of Moses. 
A bas-relief in vivid colors proclaims 
this fact, repeated by a symbolic statue 
that holds out a cross surrounded by a 
crescent. 


Rome’s Propaganda 

The Church of Rome has been busy 
for a long time in the preparation of 
special propaganda to display her polit- 
ical and religious influence in this mod- 
ern world. Even Catholics are criticiz- 
ing the architectural complex of the 
“Civitas Dei” and the Holy See. The 
church, a miniature cathedral built in 
ultramodern style, resembles “a Zeppelin 
hangar,” according to a Brussels paper. 
It is difficult to be conscious of the pres- 
ence of God there. 

The papal séction is centered, natu- 
rally, on the power of the Roman pon- 
tiff and his influence throughout the 
world. The names of all the popes from 
St. Peter to Pius XII are written in 
gold letters on a long white ribbon hang- 
ing from the ceiling. We are surprised 
to note that the first twenty-five are, 
called saints, and then it seems as if the 
sanctity had left the Holy See (Vigile, 
Honorius, Innocent III, Julius II, Alex- 


.ander VI, Borgia) only to reappear at 


irregular intervals. 

Over here is a replica in gilded plaster 
of the papal throne. Indignantly we 
read the verse engraved (happily in 
Latin) under the pontiff’s pretentious 
chair, “Unus est Magister Vester” (“One 
is your master”). Open your Bible and 
read Matthew 23:8, 9, “For one is your 
Master, even Christ; and all ye are 
brethren. And call no man your father 
upon the earth: for one is your Father, 
which is in heaven.” 

We were looking about for the Bible 
in the Pope’s pavilion and found it in a 
discreetly secondary place like the posi- 
tion it occupies in the Roman system. 
There were manuscripts of the Bible, 
mostly Vulgate; New Testaments in 
Greek and Latin and the 1592 edition of 
Sixto-Clement, which is the official Vul- 
gate edition. In spite of the latter’s 
three thousand errors in translation, .it 
was proclaimed “authentic” by the in- 
fallible pope of the epoch. There are 
also several modern versions for use on 
the mission field. 

(Continued on page 545) 
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"On a Certain Day” 
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Significant steps-in God’s leading in the development of 
The Evangelical Library 


HEN the “acorn” from which the 

now world-wide Evangelical Li- 
brary grew was planted, one had no 
conception that, by 1958, the undertak- 
ing would have cast a network of one 
hundred branches to cover five conti- 
nents and forty-five countries. It is true 
that one was given, as it were, a vision 
and an urge that fostered a faith in 
greater things to come, but this was 
against a black background of general 
apathy and no small measure of opposi- 
tion. 

The early years of trial and testing af- 
forded scant encouragement to wide- 
spread development. Yet the soul was 
impelled to plead for the power of God 
to be made manifest, and such success 
as has been achieved must be attributed 
to Him at whose word the east wind 
beat back the waters of Jordan “all that 
night” and enabled His people to pass 
as on dry land to the dismay, followed 
by the destruction, of their enemies. 
How dim is our sight and how little 
able to grasp the broad and mighty 
sweep of God’s providential acts. When 
the waves of the Almighty surge upon 
the sea of life, everything must give 
way before them; and when He thun- 
ders, men must take heed. Events leap 
upon one another day by day, and some- 
times, hour by hour, but it is only after- 
ward that we begin to perceive the pat- 
tern of God’s handiwork in preparing a 
framework for His purpose and a 
groundwork for His glory. 

On a certain day, as a lad in my teens, 
God constrained me at the request of a 
Schoolgirl to go to a place of worship, 
there to discover I was a sinner needing 
a Saviour. Love to Him caused me to 
love and collect books reflecting His free 
grace and redeeming love, and, on a cer- 
tain day, the thought occurred to me 
that selfishness kept the books within 
the walls of my home, and a loaning 
system was contrived. On a certain 
day, a few sheds were built to house the 
fast growing collection soon to be ex- 
tended with a brick building and an 
invitation to a few book-loving Chris- 
tians to form a committee. 

On a certain day, I happened to walk 
down Great Portland Street in London. 
How little did I dream that a small pur- 
chase would lead to conversation about 
my library, leading to an introduction 
to Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, through 
whose timely help the library was 
brought to London and the whole course 
of the undertaking changed. For his 
first visit, Dr. Lloyd-Jones felt he could 
Stay but ten or twenty minutes. How- 
ever, the finger of God fashioned a more 
far-reaching concern. The Doctor’s in- 
terest was so aroused that he stopped 
two and a half hours, and, the next 
Morning, I received a letter of glowing 
tribute suggesting the transfer of the 
library to London. 


By GEOFFREY WILLIAMS 


Moving to Kensington the project soon 
outgrew the new premises, and, on a 
certain day, Prebendary Colin Kerr tele- 
phoned me to say that he had a big 
building available near Baker Street 
Station where the Library could ex- 
pand. Here, from its original handful 
of books, the collection grew to over a 
hundred thousand volumes, covering 
two and a half miles of shelving. 


On a certain day, it was decided to 
open provincial branches in the strategic 
cities and towns of Britain and, break- 
ing national boundaries, to them were 
added overseas branches from the Far- 
oes to Formosa, to America, India, 
Africa, Australia, and even behind the 
Iron Curtain! 


It sometimes happens that unex- 
pected opportunities for strange service 
present themselves and this was the 
case in regard to our Branch at Debre- 
cen, in Hungary. We had tribute after 
tribute to the help our books had been 
and testimony that spiritual food was 
welcomed, but one letter made it clear 
that a young married man acting as 
assistant librarian, though full of zeal, 
was terribly ill-clad in every way! 
Soon packages of underwear and outer- 
wear were on their way to him and his 
family and in a letter of thanks the fol- 


- lowing tribute is paid: 


I am very grateful to you, especially 
when I look at the new suit. Such an 
excellent and fine suit I have never 
owned and have never seen in all my 
life, though I am forty-six years of age. 





The founder, Mr. Williams (right); Mr. 
Faye, editor of bulletins; and three* 
voluntary workers 
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It was but a secondhand suit that had 


to be discarded! What a privilege and 
joy to be enabled to help clothe, as well 
as feed with the bread of Heaven, some 
of God’s tried. people. 


Faced with insufficient funds, friends 
came and offered their services volun- 
tarily. For love to Christ over a hun- 
dred and fifty at home and abroad are 
fired with zeal to maintain and develop 
this new, vast undertaking. The need 
of finances has proved the background 
for the finger of God to be manifested 
in a most conspicuous manner, time after 
time. Extension to a lower floor was 
urgently required, but several hundred 
pounds was beyond our means. On a 
certain day, a doctor called and talked 
of everything but the burden upon our 
mind. As he left he said quietly, “Here 
is a check for £400. It will enable you 
to go forward with the needed exten- 
sion.” On another occasion, my treas- 
urer told me, “Our overdraft at the bank 
is nearly £500.” This was a deep anxi- 
ety. On a certain day, a tall gentleman 
I had never seen before entered and 
said, “I want to help you in a manner 
more than ordinary. How do things 
stand?” “Well,” I replied, “My treasurer 
says we are nearly £500 overdrawn.” 
“Leave it to me, I will come and help 
you.” He arrived again and gave me a 
check for £500, and added, “You may ex- 
pect this will not be the last help I 
shall give. I hope to help annually.” 


Then again, on a certain day, a letter 
arrived from a Swiss woman. Writing 
from her Alpine home, she told of the 
dream she had had as a child of the 
natives of the Congo, and of the urge 
God .gave her to spread the Gospel 
among them. She asked if she could 
come to the Library in London for six 
months to learn all about the methods 
we use to circulate good Christian books, 
and then go to the Congo, learn the 
language of a tribe in the heart of that 
great country, teach some of them si- 
multaneously to read French and the 
simple Gospel story. Those who became 
literate could then read to many others. 
What a vision and what a task for a 
far-from-strong woman! The eyes of 
her body were weak, but those of her 
soul penetrated almost insurmountable 
difficulties for she “had respect unto the 
recompence of the reward.” By faith 
she ventured and, on a certain day, 
sailed for that far-off land, there to meet 
the sable-sKinned friends of her child- 
hood dreams and to carry out the plans 
given her, and, having gathered round 
her a band of loyal native helpers, to 
found a number of branches of the Li- 
brary, the books of which are now 
loaned and carried miles from one place 
to another through the bush. The in- 
terest and expansion is so rapid that 
this lionhearted little woman, who has 
worked long hours in equatorial heat, 
without furlough, for seven years, pleads 
that someone will, for Christ’s sake come 
and help her to cope with the fast-grow- 
ing work and relieve her, so that she 
may have a break from her loved but 
arduous duties. Oh, that, on a certain 


(Continued on page 545) 
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LESSON 5. AUGUST 3. GUARDING OUR FREEDOMS 


Amos 7:10-17; John 8:31-38; Acts 4:15-20; 5:27-32; Galatians 3:23-28; 5:1-25; Colossians 4:1, 7-9; 
Philemon; printed text, Amos 7:10-15; Galatians 5:1, 13-18, 25 


Golden Text.—If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.—John 8:31, 32 


Tre Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Amos 7:10 Then Amaziah the priest of Beth-el sent to 
Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, Amos hath conspired against 
thee in the midst of the house of Israel: the land is not able to 
bear all his words. : 


Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the 
yoke of bondage. 


13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use 
not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one 
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land. 


esy there: 


and a gatherer of sycomore fruit: 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE price of freedom is eternal vig- 

| ilance. To be on the alert one 

must know what true freedom is 

and what foes seek to molest or elimi- 
nate it. 

Three areas of liberty must be pre- 
cisely defined. First, there is the eman- 
cipation the Lord Jesus procured for 
believers on the cross’. Do not misun- 
derstand His words, “. . . the truth shall 
make you free” (John 8:32). He was 
not implying that human wisdom alone 
—the accumulation and correlation of 
facts—could liberate a human soul. The 
“truth” is the Saviour Himself (John 
14:6). The fetters that shackle men are 
not made of ignorance, which may be 
easily dissipated by the entrance of wis- 
dom’s light, but sin which enslaves the 
one who commits it (John 8:34). Christ 
alone could break the chains of guilt and 
death; this He did when He died for our 
sins on Calvary. “There is ... now no 
condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus...” (Rom. 8:1). 

Second, the redeemed child of God 
may experience liberty in the daily 
round of existence—a freedom from the 
power of evil here and now. The Holy 
Spirit is the liberator in this area. He 
dwells within (cf. Rom. 8:9), guiding 
and empowering for victory (Gal. 5:16). 

Third—and here Amos (5:15) and the 
apostles (Acts 4:18-20) are eloquent— 
there is personal liberty in the area of 
social, political, and ecclesiastical life. 
The soul emancipated by the blood of 
Calvary from the guilt of sin, and in- 
creasingly freed by the Holy Spirit from 


11 For thus Amos saith, Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
* and Israel shall surely be led away captive out of their own 


12 Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, go, flee thee 
away into the land of Judah, and there eat bread, and proph- 


13 But prophesy not again any more at Beth-el: for it is 
the king’s chapel, and it is the king’s court. 

14 Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no 
prophet, neither was I a prophet’s son; but I was an herdman, 


, 15 And the Lorp took me as I followed the flock, and the 
Lorp said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel. 


Gal. 5:1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith 


another. 


14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. . 

15 But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye 
be not consumed one of another. 

16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not ful- 
fil the lust of the flesh. 

17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: 
_so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 

18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 


25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
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the power of sin, is jealous of his pre- 
rogatives of freedom in the arena of life. 

No wonder that one of the four pillars 
of Protestantism—along with a return to 
the authority of the Scriptures, the doc- 
trine of justification by faith alone, and 
the priesthood of believers—is the lib- 
erty of the individual conscience in op- 
position to any form of human totali- 
tarianism. 

Our freedoms will be safeguarded as 
the pure Gospel of grace is proclaimed, 
the mighty arm of the Spirit is laid bare 
for victory on our behalf, and no god- 
less influence is permitted to encroach 
upon the sacred precincts of our per- 
sonal privileges. 


Verse by Verse 

Amos 7:10.—‘“Amaziah the priest of 
Beth-el .. . to Jeroboam king of Israel 
. . . Amos hath conspired against thee 
...” Jeroboam II (became king about 
790 B.C.), son of Joash (2 Kings 13:12, 
13), furthered the idolatrous, schismatic 
worship at Bethel established by his 
progenitor Jeroboam (1 Kings 12:28, 29). 
His high priest, presumably jealous of 
Amos and fearful for his own future, 
falsely accused the prophet of plotting 
against the person of Jeroboam (con- 
trast Amos 7:9). 

Verse 11—“Thus Amos saith, Jero- 
boam shall die ... Israel... led away 
captive ...” This was a half-truth. 
Amos had referred to the “house” of 
Jeroboam (Amos 7:9). Amaziah mali- 
ciously applies the prophecy to the mon- 
arch himself, hoping to arouse his per- 
sonal ire. 

Verse 12.—‘Amaziah said unto Amos, 
O thou seer, go, flee .. . into the land of 
Judah ... eat bread, and prophesy .. .” 
“Seer” (chozeh), a “visionary,” is used 


Bible-Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education, 


contemptuously. “Go home, prophet”— 
this was the taunt. “Eat bread, and 
prophesy”—i.e., return to your profes- 
sional livelihood. 


Verse 13.—“Prophesy not ... at Bethel 
. the king’s chapel, and .. . court.” 
Bethel, about ten miles from Jerusalem, 
was the site of the royal sanctuary 
(“holy place”) and residence. Neither 
state nor church in Israel, according to 
Amaziah, would tolerate the true Word 
of God. 


Verse 14.—“Amos... said ...I was no 
prophet ... but... an herdman, anda 
gatherer of sycomore fruit.” Amos dis- 
claims any hereditary prophetic lineage. 
Prophecy was not his profession. He 
tended sheep and cattle, and cultivated 
fig trees. (The sycomore of Scripture is 
different from our tree of the same 
name.) 


Verse 15.—“The Lord took me. . . the 
Lord said unto me, Go, prophesy unto 
my people Israel.” The Lord “took me 
from behind.” Amos’s calling and com- 
mission were both of God. His proph- 
ecy was against the people Israel, not 
solely against Jeroboam. His message 
had the divine seal and sanction upon 
it. Incidentally, we hear no more about 
Amaziah after this cowardly interlude 


Gal. 5:1.—‘“Stand fast therefore in the 
liberty .. . Christ hath made us free... 
be not entangled ...” More accurately, 
“For freedom did Christ set us free: 
stand fast...” (A.S.V.). The “there- 
fore” points back to Paul’s preceding 
discussion. He has demonstrated that 
justification is not by the Law but by 
faith alone (cf. Gal. 3:11). On Calvary 
Christ emancipated believers from the 
tyranny of the Law. They must not 
submit again to the burdensome yoke of 
2 
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Judaizing ceremonialism (cf. Acts 15: 
10). 

Verse 13—*“. . . ye have been called 
unto liberty . . . use not liberty for an 
occasion to the flesh, but by love serve 
...” The saint is free from the Law. 
But he must not permit his liberty to 
become a pretext for self-gratification. 
“Occasion” implies an “opening” for sin. 
Himself liberated by Christ, the be- 
liever’s voluntary service is now di- 
rected toward his neighbor (cf. Mark 
10: 44). 

Verse 14—“. . . the law is fulfilled in 
one word ... love thy neighbour as thy- 
self” (cf. Rom. 13:8-10). He who truly 
loves his fellow man will desire his ad- 
vantage. He will not deprive him of 
life, or property, or wife. For a com- 
mentary on “as thyself” see Ephesians 
5: 29. 

Verse 15.—“If ye bite and devour... 
take heed that ye be ‘not consumed...” 
To stress the glory of positive love Paul 
warns against the negative—the bitter- 
ness and danger of internal strife and 
dissension. Unnecessary church contro- 
versy may become ferocious indeed. | 

Verse 16.—“. . . Walk in the Spirit... 
ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” 
Literally, “Walk by the Spirit,” as He 
rules and directs. “Walk” refers to 
daily conduct (Eph. 4:1, 17; 5:2, 8, 15). 
Here Paul discusses the believer’s free- 
dom from the thralldom of fleshly lust, 
which is achieved by yieldedness to the 
indwelling Spirit. 

Verse 17.—“. . . the flesh lusteth against 
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 


flesh . . . ye cannot do the things that 
ye would.” Living saints are still in the 
“flesh” (the entire Adamic nature of 


man, sense plus reason, apart from the 
Holy Spirit). But the moment they put 
their faith in Christ, the Holy Spirit 
took up His residence in their hearts 
(cf. 1 Cor. 6:19, 20). The presence of 
both natures spells conflict (cf. Rom. 7: 
18-25) . 


Verse 18.—“If ye be led of the Spirit, 
ye are not under the law.” Study Ga- 
latians 3: 23-26; 4:4, 5. The legal principle 
no longer enslaves those who have been 
freed from sin by the blood of Calvary 
and who are now under the domination 
and guidance of the Spirit. The Law 
neither condemns them (for their sins 
have been forgiven) nor keeps them un- 
der its burdensome constraint. They 
have graduated from the legal classroom 
and entered the family of God (cf. Gall. 
3: 24-26). 


Verse 25.—“If we live in the Spirit, 
let us walk in the Spirit.” The preposi- 
tion “by” is correct in both cases. To 
live by the Spirit implies a life yielded 
to His sweet, sovereign control. Paul 
has just itemized the “fruit of the Spirit” 
(Gal. 5:22, 23). If a saint’s inward mo- 
tivation is directed by the Holy Spirit 
he will conduct himself in daily life as 
the Spirit dictates and beautiful fruit 
will appear. “Walk” here is to “walk 
in line,” as in battle array. 


The Heart of the Lesson 
“For freedom did Christ set us free” 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


4. July 27.—Justice in Community Life. 

Leviticus 19:11-18; Deuteronomy 

15:7, 8; Romans 13:8-10; Janres 
1:1-24; 2:1-13 


Next Week’s Lesson 


6. August 10.—Justice in Government. 
Deuteronomy 16:18-20; 17:14-20; 
2 Samuel 23:1-8; 1 Kings 2:1-4; 
3:1-14; Amos 5:11-15; Romans 13:1-8 











(Gal. 5:1, A.\S.V.. The liberation the 
Lord Jesus wrought for sinners freed 
them from the consequences of sin, do- 
minion of the Law, and from religious 
ceremonialism. 

As “freedmen” they are to avoid two 
extremes. First, they must not forget 
their new position as emancipated chil- 
dren of God and become enmeshed in 
the Law. But second, they must not 
misuse their freedom to such an extent 
that it issues in moral license. 

A new principle now governs the be- 
liever. The love of Christ, shed abroad 
in his heart by the Holy Spirit, origi- 
nally melted, wooed, and brought him to 
Christ for salvation. It then spilled over 
into his relationships with his neighbors. 
He loves them unfeignedly and is con- 
cerned about their welfare and profit. 
Freed from the Law, he is under the 
voluntary servitude of love. 

Increasingly in his own life the Chris- 
tian experiences the liberating power of 
the Holy Spirit. By nature a child of 
Adam, he is still subjected to the subtle 
appeal of the lust of the flesh and eyes 
and to the pride of life. But the Spirit 
of God, indwelling him as mighty ally 
and potential deliverer, is his unfailing 
source of victory and freedom from the 
domination of daily sins. If the power 
of the Spirit is to function and the be- 
liever is truly to have deliverance, he 
must continually “walk by the Spirit” 
(Gal. 5:16, A.S.V.). 

Amos set a lofty, praiseworthy ex- 
ample of religious independence. Two- 
fold pressure was exerted upon him to 
surrender his convictions. Amaziah re- 
garded himself as the official spokesman 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


N WHAT century were Amos’ dire 
prophecies uttered? 
2. When were they fulfilled? 
3. What had Bethel become in Amos’ 
day? 
4. Where did Christ free us from sin’s 
guilt and penalty? 
5. What enemies threaten the Chris- 
tian’s freedom? 
6. What is meant by the “flesh”? 
7. Who is the believer’s source of daily 
victory? 
8. Who is Lord of the Christian’s con- 
science? ‘ 
9. Why do believers sometimes com- 
promise? 
10. If a believer is forced to a choice 
between the word of man and the: Word 
of God what must his verdict be? 


(Answers on page 544) 
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both of church and state. He rebuked 
Amos with the voice of priestly author- 
ity and as self-appointed watchdog of 
the royal interests. Amos was loyal to 
government. But God had called and 
appointed him to denounce iniquity and 
prophesy doom. He had a choice to 





make. Should he give in to Amaziah, 
or obey his God? He chose the latter 
course. . 


Social, educational, and political ene- 
mies threaten our God-given liberty. If 
the time should come that a choice must 
be made between obedience to ungodly 
human decrees or obedience to the re- 
vealed will of the Lord, believers must 
never falter in their decision. They 
must do the will of God, who is still and 
forever on His throne. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The source of freedom (Gal. 5:1): 
Christ Jesus 

2. The misuse of freedom (Gal. 5:13): 
liberty becomes license 

3. The threat to freedom (Amos 7:12; 
Gal. 5:1, 16; 17): human pressure, 
legalism, and the flesh 

4. The preservation of freedom (Amos 
7:15; Gal. 5:1, 18, 25): obedience 
and yieldedness 


Topics for Development 

The Prophecy of Amos. God spoke 
through this rugged man of the outdoors. 
Ecclesiastical threats did not deter the 
prophet. He was sent of the Lord and 
prophesied for the Lord. His utterances 
were fulfilled. For the Word of God is 
forever settled and sure. Israel went 
into captivity in 722 B.C. Study suc- 
cessively the following passages: 2 Kings 
13:3; 14:28, 29; 15: 8-31; 17: 1-23. 

The Paradox of Liberty. The Chris- 
tian has the greatest freedom of any 
person on earth. His Saviour has liber- 
ated him from the chains of guilt, fear, 
hopelessness, and bewilderment. His 
soul sings the happy song of the free. 
He is not fettered by sinful human opin- 
ion. 

Yet he is at the same time a slave. 
Paul calls himself a “bondman of Jesus 
Christ” (Rom. 1:1, marg.). This \seems 
paradoxical: how can a man be free and 
in bondage at the same time? The an- 
swer is simple: the one who liberated 
and redeemed him now owns him. He 
is not his own; he has been bought at 
stupendous price (cf. 1 Cor. 6:19, 20). 
His solitary loyalty is to his Redeemer. 
He is knit to the Lord Jesus in the lov- 
ing, unshatterable bonds of devoted 
service. His allegiance is focused solely 
upon his Saviour. This concentration of 
loyalty and obedience—a blessed, volun- 
tary servitude to Christ—frees him from 
competitive, carnal loyalties. 

In a remarkable tract for the times, 
written in 1520, Martin Luther elo- 


. quently describes the Christian’s pas- 


sionate sense of freedom and the loving 
restraints of self-imposed service. The 
treatise is called “The Freedom of a 
Christian.” Remember that Luther was 


emerging from a complex ecclesiastical 
bondage. 
The Arena of 


the Human Heart. 
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Compare Romans 7: 15-25 with Galatians 
5: 16-25. Nowhere does the Bible teach 
that when a person is converted, sin is 
eradicated from his being. On the con- 
trary it explicitly affirms the continued 
presence and power of the flesh. Paul 
writes bluntly: “For I know that in me 
(that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good 
thing .. .” (Rom. 7:18). To yield to the 
lust of the flesh spells disaster (cf. Jas. 
1:14, 15). 

But the Holy Spirit is the heavenly 
guest within the heart. No compromise 
is possible between Him and the flesh. 
The battle is joined (cf. Gal. 5:17). 

+ Cater to the things of the flesh and 
relegate the things of the Spirit to a 
secondary place, and the result is the 
bondage of defeat. Cultivate the things 
of the Spirit and starve the lusts of the 
flesh, and the result is victorious liberty. 


Practical Applications 

Appreciate the liberty Christ pur- 
chased for you on the cross. But be 
willing to limit the exercise of your lib- 
erties if there is danger that you may 
cause your brother to stumble (cf. 1 
Cor. 8:9). 

Are you able to explain to a defeated 
Christian the secret of victory over sin? 
If not, study the matter afresh. 

When social pressure is exerted upon 
you to conform to worldly pursuits do 
you yield? Or are you willing to be in 
the minority group that shapes rather 
than always follows public opinion? 
Remember that God alone is Lord of 
your conscience. 

The Christian who sings “Stand Up, 

Stand Up for Jesus” should not sit idly 
by when his moral liberties are threat- 
ened. 
\ The struggle of flesh versus the Holy 
Spirit will persist until sanctification 
issues in glorification. Be careful not to 
feed or pamper the flesh, lest it thrive 
and bring you to defeat. Avoid things 
that cater to the flesh. On the other 
hand, cultivate the things of the Spirit. 
Frankly now, do the things of God con- 
sume as much of your time, thought, 
and interest as the things of the flesh? 
Study 1 Peter 1:24, 25. 


Golden Text 
John 8:31, 32.—“If ye continue in my 
word ... my disciples indeed . . . the 


truth shall make you free.” “. .. faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God” (Rom. 10:17). The Word 
is used to bring one to Christ and to 
nourish him as a disciple in the things 
of Christ. The Lord Jesus, Himself the 
truth (cf. John 14:6), emancipates him: 
at salvation from the guilt of sin, and in 
sanctification through the Spirit from 
the power of sin. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
x 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Amos hath conspired against thee .. .” 
(Amos 7:10).—Amos had delivered a 
message of unmitigated judgment 
against Israel, because those ten tribes 
were morally and spiritually out of 
plumb. Conditions were so atrocious 
(8: 4-6) that the Lord would not pardon 
them. The high places, or groves, would 
be made desolate; the sanctuaries would 
be laid waste; and there would be war 
against the house of Jeroboam. 

Amaziah, the officious, state-installed 
priest of the shrine of the golden calf at 
Bethel, who evidently did not believe in 
religious freedom for anyone but him- 
self, went to King Jeroboam with a dis- 
torted report of the prophet’s message. 
He accused Amos of being a conspirator 
in the very midst of the house of Israel 
—at its religious center, in other words. 
He twisted the prophet’s words to mean 
that the king, himself, would die by the 
sword; whereas Amos had said the dy- 
nasty would fall. The only item that 
ungodly Amaziah reported truthfully 
was, “Israel shall surely be led away 
captive out of their own land.” 

The Bible is an up-to-date book! 
State-established religion is still at- 
tempting to deprive the divinely sent 
servant of the Lord of liberty to “preach 
the word.” 

Here is a portion of the text of a dec- 
laration made in 1947 by the Methodist 
Council of Bishops: 

“We are aware of the denials of re- 
ligious liberty in many countries where 
Government, at the insistence of the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy, has passed 
legislation seriously limiting the freedom 
of other religious bodies. 

“We refer particularly to the Argen- 
tine, where law now requires the teach- 
ing of the Roman Catholic religion even 
in the schools of Protestant churches. 

“The situation in Italy and Spain 
denies to Protestants religious freedom 
which Protestants in the United States 
desire the Roman Catholics to enjoy. 

“We stand for religious freedom every- 
where and believe the Roman Catholic 
Church should cease to misinform the 
American people by affirmations of 
loyalty to democratic ideals when de- 
liberately .denying religious freedom 
wherever ft has power to do so.” 

“O thou seer, go, flee thee away into 
the land of Judah . .-.” (Amos 7:12) .— 
If Amaziah expected Jeroboam to take 
drastic action against Amos, he was dis- 
appointed; for, as far as the record goes, 
the king did absolutely nothing. So 
Amaziah assumed authority and ordered 
Amos to get out. He ordered him to go 
to Judah. And, looking upon Amos as 
an hireling like himself, he told him to 
get his substance there, and prophesy 
there. 

Amaziah forbade Amos’s giving any 
more messages in Bethel, because it was 
the king’s sanctuary and the capital 
town. He made no mention whatever of 
the Lord. 

Amos was not the type of man to flee. 
Instead of fleeing, he took a very definite 
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stand and assured Amaziah that he was 
not a prophet, nor had he studied in any 
prophetic school. He was following his 
flock of sheep and gathering sycomore 
fruit (wild figs) when the Lord called 
him to prophesy. He would not leave 
Bethel until he had prophesied against 
Amaziah and his family. 

me commentator finds the modern 
counterpart of Amaziah in “many a min- 
ister of religion who makes absurd 
claims upon the homes and the souls of 
a parish, by virtue not of his calling in 
Christ, but of his position as official 
priest of the parish.”* 

Another wrote, /‘Heaven thundered 
and commanded him [Amos] to proph- 
esy; the frog [Amaziah] croaked in an- 
swer out of his marsh, ‘Prophesy no 
more.’” 

“Stand fast therefore in the liberty 

-” (Gal. 5:1).—Since circumcision is 
mentioned four times in the first eleven 
verses of this chapter, it is evident that 
the ceremonial aspect of the Law is es- 
pecially in view here. 

Orthodox Jews who knew that ex- 
communication of every uncircumcised 
male was demanded (Gen. 17:14), con- 
sidered the Apostle Paul a rank heretic 
for advocating justification without cir- 
cumcision. They would say it was li- 
cense—not liberty. They wotld not ad- 
mit that the coming of Christ into the 
world made any radical difference. 

The apostle insisted that the observ- 
ance of circumcision made a man a 
debtor to do the whole Law. The Law 
could condemn and work wrath, but 
could not justify (Rom. 3:20). Legalism 
nullified grace, and made Christ “of no 
effect.” 

The believer has not only been justi- 
fied by faith but has also been indwelt 
by the Holy Spirit and is waiting “for 
the hope of righteousness by faith” 
(Gal. 5:5). That hope is the glory of 
God, into which he shall be ushered at 
the return of Christ. In the interim, his 
faith worketh, not by Law but by love 
(v. 6). He walks in the Spirit (v. 16) 
and is exhorted to live in the Spirit 
(v. 25). “For all the law is fulfilled in 
one word ...love.. .” (Gal. 5:14). 


Wawona, CALir. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTep HYMNS 


“Paith of Our Fathers!” 
a . Y the Good Pigh a " 
‘Who Is on the Lord’s Side? 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
blessed Lord, we thank Thee for the 
freedom to come together to worship, 
pray, and hear Thy Word. Help us to 
see we are truly free only as we yield 
to Thy control. Forgive us for using our 
freedom to indulge sinful and selfish de- 
sires. Cleanse us and establish us in 
willing, trustful, obedience to Thee. 
Bless our land with repentance and the 
turning of many to Thee who now rebel 
against Thee. Increase Christian homes 
and purify and strengthen our churches 
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in their work and witness for Thee. 
Help the troubled, heal the sick, and 
comfort the sorrowful. Guard us all 
from the power and the wiles of Satan, 
leading us in the paths of righteousness 
for Thy name’s sake. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—William Penn once 
said, “Men must be governed by God or 
they will be ruled by tyrants.” Man’s 
greatest need is to be liberated from sin. 
This the Lord Jesus does for those who 
trust themselves to Him. But in so do- 
ing He gives them other freedoms as 
well. The Jewish ceremonies required 
by the Law of Moses, while needful till 
Christ came, had been a sort of bondage. 
But in Galatians Paul shows that by 
receiving Christ, men were set free from 
that bondage to ritual and ceremony. 
And more than that, every real liberty 
we enjoy today has behind it the work 
and influence of Jesus Christ. Christian- 
ity proclaims the sacredness and worth 
of human personality. It dignifies the 
soul of a slave as of equal worth with 
the soul of a king, since Christ died for 
both. During the last war, when Nor- 
way was occupied by the Germans, 
seven Christian bishops protested in 
these words: “When the authorities per- 
mit acts of violence and injustice and 
exept pressure on our souls, then the 
church becomes the defender of the peo- 
ple’s conscience. Qne single soul is 
worth more than the whole world.” So, 
it is right to say that our freedoms are 
the gift of Christ to people who 
acknowledge Him. 

That means, however, that freedom 
will disappear if we drift from Christ. 





Christian Liberty—Gal. 5:13 


wr FREEDOM TO Serve 


In the long run, where the people govern 
themselves, they will have as good or 
bad government as the people are good 
or bad. Our freedom can easily be 
abused and eventually lost unless Chris- 
tianity largely controls the lives of our 
people. In our lesson Paul says, “Ye 
have been called unto liberty; only use 
not liberty for an occasion to the flesh 
[that is, to give rein to sinful desires], 
but by love serve one another.” The 
freedom Christ gives is not freedom to 
live in sin and. selfishness but freedom 
og others in the spirit of Christlike 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Amos the prophet is one 

of those striking examples of how 
God chooses an inconspicuous person to 
Perform a courageous and, at the same 
time, delicate mission. God’s program 
talled for a man who would go into an 
enemy country and deliver a message of 
denunciation and doom. It was a mis- 
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sion in which the messenger took his 
life in his hands, unaccompanied by a 
military escort—not even a single body- 
guard. One might think that God would 
choose such a one from the ranks of 
achievement and fame, possibly a great 
soldier or a high dignitary. But no, He 
selected a common herdsman—a shep- 
herd—one who also secured extra em- 
ployment as a fig gatherer; a man by 
the name of Amos, whose parentage is 
not even mentioned. 


Answering his threatening accuser, 
Amaziah, pagan priest of Bethel, Amos 
disclaimed any pretense of being a 
prophet, or the son of a prophet, but 
only a simple herdsman and fig gatherer. 
But he rightly claimed to be a spokes- 
man for the Lord God and he fearlessly 
stood in the court at Bethel and pro- 
claimed the destruction of Israel and 
all the house of Jeroboam, its wicked 
and pagan king. King Jeroboam had 
just concluded a victorious campaign in 
which he had subdued his surrounding 





enemies: he would be in no mood to _ 


brook a prophecy like that. Amaziah 
the priest dispatched a messenger to the 
king, saying: “Amos hath conspired 
against thee in the midst of the house of 
Israel: the land is not able to bear all 
his words. For thus Amos saith, Jero- 
boam shall die by the sword, and Israel 
shall surely be led away captive out of 
their own land.” Then he charged upon 
Amos and demanded that he go back to 
his own land—or else! 


Nevertheless, Amos defied the priest 
and continued to proclaim his message 
of doom from the Lord. We have no 
record of what finally became of Amos, 
but he served his Lord faithfully in his 
day, and all his prophecies were ful- 
filled, and I am confident that anyone 
might well covet his reward. 


It just boils down to this for us, fel- 
lows: we do not have to wait for 
wealth or fame or prominence of any 
kind to have the satisfaction and the 
joy of being a valued and trusted serv- 
ant of the Lord. All He wants of you 
and me is to be willing to give Him 
what we have, be it little or much. And 
while you are waiting for His call, see 
to it that you are faithful to your hum- 
ble task. Ecclesiastes 9:10 says, “What- 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might.” 

God never goes to the lazy or the idle 
when He needs men for His service. 
When He has work to be dane, He calls 
those who are already at work. Moses 
was busy with his flocks at Horeb. 
Gideon was busy threshing wheat by 
the winepress. Saul was busy search- 
ing for his father’s asses. David was 
busy tending his father’s sheep. Elisha 
was busy plowing ten yoke of oxen. 
Nehemiah was busy bearing the king’s 
wine cup. Peter and Andrew were busy 
casting a net into the sea. -James and 
John were busy mending their nets. 
Matthew was busy collecting taxes. 
William Carey was busy mending shoes, 
and D. L. Moody was busy selling shoes. 
Billy Graham, a farmer’s son, was busy 
getting an education and selling Fuller 
brushes. “Bev” Shea was a clerk in the 
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Metropolitan Life and singing the Gos- 
pel in‘ his spare time. 

It does not matter, fellows, what your 
plans or prospects for a career may be; 
if you want your life to be a real suc- 
cess, if you want ‘real satisfaction and 
joy, turn it all over te the Lord Jesus 
Christ to do with it whatever He wills. 
Then you will know the thrill of real 
life, as well as the rich reward of eter- 
nal life in the presence of the Master 
whom you served so well. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us begin by saying Psalm 19:1-7 

in: unison. Our verse for today is, 
“The statutes of the Lord are right, re- 
joicing the heart: the commandment of 
the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.” 
Years ago, when slavery was allowed 
in our country, a godly man walked by 
a slave auction. He was a Northerner, 
and disapproved of slavery, but when 
he saw hard, evil-looking men bidding 
on an unhappy Negro, the Christian bid 
also. When the other men raised their 
bids, he raised his, and finally he was 
the slave’s new owner. The Negro fol- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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lowed him with a mixture of fear and 
dislike. Having heard that his new 
master claimed to be against slavery, he 
thought he must be a hypocrite. But 
after they got out of the crowd, the 
Christian quickly wrote something. The 
slave could hardly believe his ears when 
his new master said, “I bought you so 
that I could set you free!” But when he 
was handed the papers which guaran- 
teed his freedom, his joy knew no 
bounds. But that was not all he felt. 
Overcome with. gratitude he exclaimed, 
“Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
But I want to serve you! I'll work for 
you for nothing, because you set me 
free!” 

A saved person, who understands 
what the Lord Jesus has done for him, 
feels the same way. Everyone living is 
serving one of two masters, Christ or 
Satan, but Christ sets free all those who 
come to Him, while Satan keeps his 
servants in bondage. We meet people 
daily whom Satan has enslaved to their 
own lusts such as drinking and immoral- 
ity. He has others chained to money- 
making, or pleasure-seeking or other 
self-interest. 

Our first Scripture this morning is 
about two men: one in bondage to 
Satan; the other, God’s free man. We 
will read about them in Amos 7:10-17. 
Amaziah was a priest at. Bethel in the 
northern kingdom. Amos was a humble 


“herdsman from the little kingdom of 


Judah, whom God had told to carry 
His message of rebuke and warning to 
Israel. In the verses we just read, what 
freedom did Amaziah try to take from 
Amos? (Freedom of speech.) Right. 
Amaziah sent a message to the king, 
accusing Amos of starting a conspiracy 
against him, and then told the prophet 
to get out of the country. Amos real- 
ized this was an attempt of Satan to 
close his mouth, so he neither fled nor 
stopped preaching. He was God’s free 
man. 

Read next Galatians 5:1. We have 
been set free from Satan’s power by 
the Lord Jesus. Let us use our freedom 
to give God’s message to others. Satan 
always tries to rob believers of freedom 
of speech in one way or another, so that 
they will fail to witness for Christ. But 
the Lord said, “Ye are my witnesses.” 
Should we be less brave than Amos, 
when we have been given more spiritual 
light than he had? 

Now let us read Galatians 5:13-18. 
God has not given us many command- 
ments such as a long list of “Thou 
shalts” and “Thou shalt nots.” He has 


set us free from the bondage of Law, - 


calling us into the liberty of His family. 
But because He has set us free from 
Satan and sin and the bondage of the 
Law, and has brought us into such a 
wonderful place of fellowship with 
Him, we want to serve Him and all 
other believers, who are also dear to 
His heart. . 

Verse 16 tells us how to enjoy the 
freedom from sin which our Saviour 
purchased for us at such a cost. We do 
sometimes sin, but we do not have to do 
so, if we have been redeemed by the 
precious blood of Christ. If we “walk 
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- in the Spirit,” we will “not fulfil the 


lust of the flesh.” What does it mean to 
walk in the Spirit? It means to confess 
every known sin, yield ourselves com- 
pletely to God, then prayerfully read 
His Word day by day, seeking to obey 
what we read. Romans 6:22 says, “But 
now being made free from sin, and be- 
come servants to God, ye have your 
fruit unto holiness, and the. end ever- 
lasting life.” That should be the happy 
experience of every child of God. 

A bandit, armed with a gun, once 
held up a whole trainload of people, 
robbing many. Later it was discovered 
that he had had no cartridges in his gun, 
so he had actually been powerless! 
People allowed him to rob them, sup- 
posing that he would shoot if they re- 
sisted. In the same way Satan tries to 
get Christians to do wrong, but he, has 
no power against us because God has 
moved us out of the kingdom of dark- 
ness into the Kingdom of His dear Son. 
So let us seek to walk in the Spirit,‘ us- 
ing our liberty to glorify God and be a 
blessing to others. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Helping “Miss Liberty.”"—If ye con- 
tinue in my word,... ye shall know the 
truth, andthe truth shall make you 
free (John 8:31, 32, Golden Text). An 
eight-year-old girl was taken to New 
York City to see the sights. Among 
other things she was taken to see was 
the Statue of Liberty. She was fasci- 
nated with the Statue, which has stood 


for many years at the entrance to New 


York harbor, lifting aloft her torch of 
liberty to enlighten the world. She 
could not get the scene out of her mind. 
After the excitement of the day, sleep 
did not come easily that night. 
“Daddy,” she said, “I am thinking of 
that beautiful lady out there all by her- 
self, with nobody to help her hold up 
her lamp. It is dark out there. 
Shouldn’t we be helping Miss Liberty 
hold up her lamp?” Yes, it is dark out 
there and it is growing darker all the 
time. Miss Liberty does need our help 
if she is to hold up her lamp in this 
darkness. How can we help? By keep- 
ing the Bible available to all the peoples 
of the world. If the Bible falls into 
disuse the beautiful lady’s light will go 
out. “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty."—From the Expositor. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Which Way Is Up?—O thou seer, go, 
flee thee away into the land of Judah, 
and there eat bread, and prophesy there 
(Amos 7:12). A friend was heard to 
say, “I just cannot understand why our 
pastor has left us. He has gone to a 
smaller church. He is still a young man, 
and I thought that when he did. leave us 
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he would go up and not down.” Such a 
statement is interesting, because it gives 
us pause to wonder which way is up— 
and because of the lack of spiritual in- 
sight on. the part of many regarding 
God’s call to the preacher—From the 
Illinois Baptist. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Axtell, Kans. 


No Sham There.—Stand fast therefore 
in the liberty wherewith Christ hath 
made us free, and be not entangled again 
with the yoke of bondage (Gal. 5:1). 
Two travelers once asked an aged 
colored man a few questions in order to 
amuse themselves. They had just come 
to a fork in the road, and there was a 
signpgst that read, “40 miles to Liberty.” 
“Sambo, how old are you?” they asked 
the old Negro man. “I guess I’se about 
eighty.” “Can you read?” “No, sah; we 
don’t read in dis country.” “Can you 
tell us what is on that signpost?” “Yas, 
sah; it says forty miles to Liberty.” 
“Well, now,” said the white gentleman, 
“why don’t you follow that road, and 
get your liberty? It says there, only 
‘forty miles to liberty.’ Now why don't 
you take that road and go there?” The 
old man’s. countenance changed, and he 
said, “That ar’s a sham, young massa, 
but if it pointed up thar”—and he raised 
his trembling hand toward Heaveng~“to 
the liberty wherewith Christ makes us 
free, that thar wouldn’t be no sham.” 
The old colored man, with all his ignor- 
ance, had experienced a liberty in his 
own soul of which many “superior” 
young men know nothing—From “Two 
Hundred Select Illustrations,” by Stuart 
P. Garver. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


The Real Victor.—Brethren, ye have 
been called unto liberty (Gal. 5:13). 
Two boys got into, what seemed at first, 
a friendly tussle over the possession of 
a short rod. As they were about equally 
matched in strength, the contest con- 


‘tinued, growing more and more intense, 


until I noticed bad temper beginning to 
show. They went down on the floor, 
and by their faces I saw they were 
growing pretty mad. I put my hand 
on the rod, and said, “Now, fellows, this 
has gone far enough. The stronger boy 
will turn loose. Which will it be?” 
They held on, tight and unmoved for a 
moment. Then one of the boys loosened 
his grasp, while the other rather sheep- 
ishly went to the corner with the rod in 
his hand. The boy who turned loose 
when he had an equal chance to win 
the contest was the real victor. Don't 
you think so?—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by the Rev. Norman Hill- 
yer, Holly Park, Crouch Hill, London, 
Eng. 


It Is Harder To Play Second Fiddle— 
By love serve one another (Gal. 5:13). 
Once I tried out for a place in an oF 
chestra, and the director rather apolo- 
getically asked me to play second violin. 
He explained that many excellent vice 
linists play second. I didn’t object t 
the position, but I was doubtful of my 
ability. I knew I could play first. But, 
on the second score, as I had feared, ! 
played well for a few measures and then 
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I was hopelessly lost. I had te give it 
up and drop out of the orchestra. I dis- 
govered that playing second violin often 
requires more technical skill than play- 
ing first violin. How much of the mel- 
lowness and richness of our music would 
be lost if everyone played first violin! 
If there were no harmony parts for any 
of the instruments, even the, great sym- 
phonies would not be worth listening 
to for long. It is the richness of the 
blending of tones, blending into one 
beautiful whole, that makes music speak 
to us—From War Cry. Sent by Leslie 
E. Dunkin, South Bend, Ind. 


Satan’s Clever Strategy—If ye bite 
and devour one another, take heed that 
ye be not consumed one of another (Gal. 
§:15). Dictator Batista of Cuba finds in 
Fidel Castro an elusive opponent. 
Castro has as his leading lieutenant and 
right-hand man a former Spanish revo- 
lutionary with many tricks in his bag. 
One of the deceptions in his guerilla 
warfare is to sally forth from his moun- 
tain hideout, locate two squads of gov- 
ernment troops, and slip into the bushy 
no-man’s land between them. First he 
pours forth a volley of shots at one 
group, then turns and does the same to 
the other. After alternating this ma- 
chine-gunning for a few moments he 
has the two squads firing at each other, 
while he makes his escape and chuckles 
because of what he has brought about. 
How like the clever stratagems of Satan, 
who, if he can snare the saints into fight- 
ing each other, knows they will never 
touch or harm our common enemy.— 
From the Prairie Overcomer. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Neglecting God’s Gracious Provision. 
—If we live in the Spirit, let us also 
walk in the Spirit (Gal. 5:25). There 
is said to have been a Welsh woman 
living in a remote valley in Wales who 
had electricity installed in her house 
after much difficulty and great expense, 
since she was the only consumer in the 
vicinity. When it was found that in 
three months her consumption was less 
than a unit, she was asked whether it 
was worth while having it.— “Indeed, 
yes,” she said. “I switch it on every 
night to see to light my lamps. I then 
switch it off.” So with almost unlimited 
light and power at her disposal, she was 
still continuing with the weary grind of 
lamp-trimming and filling, and had no 
electrical appliances to help in house- 
hold chores! Some Christians are like 
that: having been made partakers of the 
divine nature by the Holy Spirit, they 
continue their toilsome and unavailing 
efforts to walk the Christian path vic- 
toriously in their own strength—when 
unlimited light and power are available 
all the time—Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


s 


Believers are not hined servants, sup- 
porting themselves by their own work, 
but children maintained at their Fa- 
ther’s expense——Horatius Bonar. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 
Everyone Is Important 
(Col. 4:1, 7-9) 

AM thinking of a name in the Bible 
that begins with P. (Is it a man?) 
Yes. (Is it Peter, one of the Lord’s dis- 
ciples?) No. * Us it Paul, who wrote 
many Letters in the Bible?) Yes. Now 
you are It. Choose a Bible name, and 
the first one to guess it will be It next. 
Do you like to be It when you are 
playing a game? How many of you are 
officers in your class or club or the 
Scouts? How many of you are the old- 
est child in your family and have 
younger brothers or sisters? Do you 
like to make the plans and tell others 
what to do? Do you suppose they like 
to have you do it? How are you to 
play fair when you are the leader, 
whether in a game, in a club or com- 
mittee, or caring for younger children? 
Back in Bible times there were real 
slaves who had te do just what their 
masters said, or be punished. All the 
food and clothing they had were what 
their masters were willing to give them, 
and that might not be much! When 
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they became Christians, they had no nice 
clothes to. wear. How did James say 
they, should be treated at church? (Re- 
view.) Some masters became Chris- 
tians, too. One named Philemon lived 
at Colosse. See what Paul wrote Phile- 
mon and other Christian masters in the 
Letter he sent to Colosse (Col. 4:1). 
What do you think “just and equal” 
means about the work the master gave 
each slave to do, about the way the 
master talked to the slaves and treated 
them, about the food and clothes he 
gave them? Who was Philemon’s “Mas- 
ter in heaven”? 

One of Philemon’s slaves, named 
Onesimus, stole some of his master’s 
money and ran away. Kind Christians 
took him to Paul, who was in prison 
waiting for a trial because of preaching 
about the Lord Jesus Christ. Onesimus 
became a Christian. He helped Paul in 
every way he could. One day he told 
Paul the story of what he had done—all 
about running away and what he had 
taken from his master. Paul, I suppose, 
told him that the Lord had forgiven 
those sins, but he must go back and. 
make things right with Philemon, .the 
master who owned him. Paul was go- 
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ing to send one of his other helpers, 
Tychicus, with letters to the churches in 
Onesimus’s country, and he sent Onesi- 
mus along with a Letter to Philemon. 

It is a loving Letter, both in regard 
to Philemon and Onesimus. Paul 
wanted them to love each other and be 
brothers in Christ. (Locate it, and read 
vv. 15, 16.) Paul also mentions Onesi- 
mus in the Letter he wrote to the church 
in Colosse, Onesimus’s home town. See 
what he calls the once runaway slave. 
(Read Col. 4:7-9.) Slaves and masters 
are all the same in God’s sight. (Gal. 3: 
28; Col. 3:11.) 

You may be a slave yourself! See 
what the Lord said in John 8:32-34. 
“Servant” means “slave.” Have you a 
bad habit you are slave to—“I just can’t 
help it!” Who can set you free? (v. 36.) 
Let us thank Him for setting us free 
from all our sins, and also for giving us 
a free country where we do not ‘have 
to be slaves of men. 

Our Memory Verse tells us we must 
not talk about loving our neighbor as 
ourselves, but .must do it—no make- 
believe! We must also dislike what is 
wrong and keep away from it. We must 
like what is good and stick to it. “Let 
love be without hypocrisy. Abhor that 
which is evil; cleave to that which is 
good” (Rom. 12:9, A.S.V.). Be a fair 
leader! 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ARY BETH and Cindy were a little 

excited about their family vaca- 
tion. They were going to the seashore 
with their mother and father. They had 
never. before spent any length of time at 
Aunt Barbara and Uncle Tom’s. They 
knew they would love going into the 
ocean every day. But their aunt and 
uncle did not have any children. It 
would be much more fun, they thought, 
if there would be other children to play 
with instead of so much grown-up talk 
to listen to. Besides, they knew that 
there was a maid at Aunt Barbara’s. 
The thought of a maid frightened them. 
So they were only a little excited about 
their vacation. 

The minute they arrived, however, 
everything was better. Aunt Barbara 
and Uncle John were genuinely glad to 
have little girls around the house. They 
kept thinking almost every minute, -it 
seemed to Cindy and Mary Beth, of in- 
teresting little-girl things to do. And 
Annie, the maid, was just right! The 
little girls loved her at once. Her beau- 
tiful brown skin shone. Because her 
home is on the island of Jamaica (an 
island that belongs to England), Annie 
spoke very much like people who come 
from England. Besides, whenever she 
spoke to the little girls, shé called them 
Miss Cindy and Miss Mary Beth. How 
grown-up they felt! 

The vacation, you may be sure, was 


over much too quickly. At the very end, 


Annie was kept busy mopping away 
tears from two pairs of little eyes. 

‘As they drove home, the girls and 
their parents started talking about serv- 
ants. They wanted to know, first of all, 
if all servants were as nice as Annie. 
Their mother and daddy had not had 
too much experience along that line, but 
they were quite sure that if masters 
were nice to their servants, servants 
would be nice to their masters. 

“I thought it was very kind of Aunt 
Barbara,” Mother declared, “to invite 
Annie to join the family for prayers 
each morning. Even though they did 
not ever call on her to pray, it was 
lovely to have her with us. Uncle John 
says that Annie is truly a child of God. 
She received the Lord Jesus as her 
Saviour since she has been working for 
them. And, Uncle John said, no one has 
ever shown more than Annie that she 
really loves her Saviour.” 

Speaking more to Mother than to his 
little girls, Daddy said: “I think that 
John and Barbara treat Annie as Chris- 
tians are taught to treat their servants. 
If you'll get the Bible out of the glove 
compartment, I think you can find a 
verse or two about that. See what it 
says in Colossians 4:1, will you, please?” 

Mother read, “‘Masters, you must 
practice doing the right and square 
things by your slaves, for you know 
that you have a Master in heaven’ 
(Williams). As Annie is a servant to 
Barbara and John, so we are servants of 
our Master in Heaven. As God has 
shown His wonderful love to us, so we 
should show love to those who are our 
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servants—no matter who or what they 
are. To be unkind and unloving to those 
who work for us would mean that God 
might some day punish us. Is_ that 
right?” 

“Yes, I believe it is. There is another 
side to that, too. Look in the sixth 
chapter of Ephesians. There we are told 
that it is important for servants to obey 
their masters.” Their father always 
knew where to look for everything in 
the Bible, the little girls thought. 

Mother read, “ “You slaves must prac- 
tice obedience to ‘your earthly masters 

. . aS you would obey Christ, not sery- 
ing them as though they were watching 
you, but as true slaves of Christ, trying 
to carry out the will of God’ (Eph. 6:5, 
6, Williams’ Translation). So then, if 
ever we are servants of others or if we 
should be masters of others, whatever TI 
we do, we should try always to please 
God. In so doing we serve Christ.” 
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And, you may be sure, Mother was ex- hi 
actly right! few 
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This Week’s Questions Answered o- 
H 

(The questions are on page 539) spit 

1. The eighth century before Christ, a 
2. Basically, when Samaria fell, about § pot | 


722 B.C. Ww 


3. An idolatrous palace shrine. with 
4. On the cross. of hi 
5. Human pressure, legalism, and the ? 
un 

flesh. livin 
6. The old nature inherited from Br 


Adam. 
7. The Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22, 23). 
8. God alone. 

9. They fail to “walk in the Spirit” 

(Gal. 5:25). 

10. Without hesitation, the Word of 

God. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Sensitiveness as a Measure 
of Power 


(Continued from second page) 





deed, they were not as exceptionally 
sensitive to pain and discomfort as they 
are, these persons could never be so ex- 
ceptionally capable of pleasure and joy. 

Sensitiveness is a measure of powel; 
but sensitiveness is not in itself powet, 
nor is it the measure of all power. Sen- 
sitiveness is not the best qualification 
for every hard service on the lowe 
plane of life. The sensitiveness of the 
standard gold scales is not needed fot 
the weighing of coal, or of iron ore; nof 









pass desirable in a ship’s anchor. Sensi 
tiveness is a barrier to equanimity @ 
feeling; and, as a rule, a person of @ 
highly sensitive organization is mor 
likely to suffer intensely than to enjO¥ Bross. o¢ 
keenly in life, as life is. But the high¢*§brougn, 
measure of unselfish power for othelfor ete: 
is possible only as a result or as an a@ "Practic 
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companiment of exceptional sensitive- 
ness; and he who regrets that, in his ef- 
forts to be of service to others, his ex- 
ceeding sensitiveness often causes him 
-exceeding pain must understand that if 
he were less sensitive to the feelings 
and the needs, and to the looks, words, 
and ways, of others, he would have less 
power as a source of help and of cheer 
and of good to others. The measure of 
a man’s sensitiveness is the measure of 
his power.of sympathy; and the measure 
of a man’s power of sympathy is the 
measure of his power for good to his 
fellows. 
(To be continued) 
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The Bible at the Brussels Fair 
(Continued from page 536) 


In the basement bookshop we found a 
few copies of the Crampon, Maredsous, 
and Jerusalem editions of the Bible. We 
were impressed with a new illustrated 
Bible (Pirot-Clamer) published in the 
United States and bound in red leather. 
The price gave us pause—$40 (two 
thousand Belgian francs)! After all, in 
spite of the scanty place allotted to the 


Scriptures, it also is present in the 
Pope’s pavilion. “The Word of God is 
not bound.” 


We went away from the World’s Fair 
with the feeling that even in that mass 
of humanity, in that miniature Babylon, 
the Bible has blazed a royal highway, 
triumphing because it is the Word of the 
living God. 

BrussELs, BELGIUM. 
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“On a Certain Day” 
(Continued from page 537) 
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day, someone may be constrained to say, 
‘I will go”! 

It was on a certain day that a doctor 
and his wife, on furlough from a Leper 
Colony in the Cameroons, came to visit 
me and pictured those pathetic men, 
women, and children without good 
books to read. Normally we only lend 
them, but here was clearly a case for 
outright gifts, and the little collection 
sent has prompted letters of heartfelt 
gratitude. 

Who can assess the potential power of 
§00d books? There was a day when 
Paul, brought before Nero and “ready to 
be offered,” charged Timothy, “bring 
with thee . . . the books, but especially 
the parchments” (2 Tim. 4:13), and, in 
later times, the classic example of the 
direct and indirect power of one volume 
When the book written by the priceless 
Puritan, Richard Sibbes, was, on a cer- 
tain day, read by Richard Baxter who 
Was greatly blessed by it. Baxter wrote 
his “Call to the Unconverted.” This pro- 
foundly influenced Philip Doddridge, 
Who in turn wrote “The Rise and Prog- 
tess. of Religion in the Soul,” which 
brought Wilberforce to serious thoughts 
of eternity. Wilberforce wrote his 
"Practical View of Christianity,” which 
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fired the zeal of Legh Richmond, who 
wrote “The Dairyman’s Daughter,” a 
book that brought thousands to the 
Lord. Among them was Thomas Chal- 
mers. God opened his eyes through the 
reading of this little book. ‘ 

Yes, good books well and wisely cir- 
culated throughout the world can, with 
God’s Blessing, bring lasting benefit be- 
yond the ken of man. They can stem 
the tide of pernicious literature that 
floods country after country. They can 
be used to bring about the conversion 
of untold numbers of sinners; edify, in- 
struct, and establish Christians wherever 
they reach; influence the very young, 
and shape the lives of the children of 
generations to come, for good books of 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 
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helping young Negroes in the Gospel of 
Christ? Let Carver Bible Institute be 
your agent. We conduct: 

Bible school, day and night classes; free 
correspondence school; literature distri- 
bution. We invite your investigation. 

Prayer helpers urgently needed. 
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WHY HESITATE? 


Don’t Choose One — Get Both ! 
NOW — BIBLE TRAINING PLUS A COLLEGE DEGREE 


Your Best Education is Christian Education 
Your Best Training is Bible Training 


Four years to build a solid founda- 
tion for a whole lifetime of work and 
service. Every. teacher, every course, 
every class has to count — and the big 
decisions are all up to you! 


Easy to see that it’s going to make 
a big difference which school you 
choose. 

For instance, did you know that you 
don’t have to choose between Bible 
Training and a college degree? That 


choice used to stump a lot of intelligent 
Christian fellows and girls who wanted 
to get the best possible education for 
Christian service. Now, Philadelphia 
College of Bible (formerly Philadel- 
phia Bible Institute) has been granted 
authority to confer degrees by the 
State of Pennsylvania. Today you can 
get the same outstanding Bible Train- 
ing for which the school has always 
been famous, plus your Bachelor of 
Science degree. Both in four years! 


You can get more information about what Philadelphia College 
ef Bible offers you and your future by writing for a free catalog. 
Enrollments will fill up fast — better get your application in seen. 


DR. CHARLES C. RYRIE, PRESIDENT Dept. § 


ing Association of Bible Colleges & Pennsylvania State Council of Education 


ae abit-Ceok-3 i odalr- Wm Czelil-t°l—mmred mm =iheli— 





1800 ARCH STREET PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 


546 (14) 


centuries ago continué to influence and 
the books we now spread may live cen- 
turies after we have passed on, and may 
have a profound effect upon the people 
they reach. 

Is not this a unique opporturiity for 
prayer that God would turn the tide of 
events through these simple yet effec- 
tive measures and is it not a challenge 
to public-spirited men and women to 
stand by and support so potent a means 
whereby may be brought about, with 
God’s blessing, a transformation in the 
lives of untold numbers throughout the 
world. 

Those who wish further information 
about this world-wide project may have 
an illustrated booklet free of charge by 
addressing the founder, Geoffrey Wil- 
liams, The Evangelical Library, 78A 
Chiltern Street, London, W.1, Eng. 
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With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may .be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Worshiping With Women of the Bible. 
By Florence C. Brillhart. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., $2.) Here, 
in forty complete programs suitable for 
women’s meetings, are presented in at- 
tractive form’ the important place 
women have filled in sacred story. Lit- 
tle-known facts of Bible history are 
brought to view, and with delicate sym- 
pathy and understanding the writer 
often links them up with the present 
day. The many glimpses of history and 
biography are rich in Bible truth and 
wholesome philosophy, and told with 
vivid freshness. Each chapter includes 
suggestions for prayer, Scripture read- 
ing, and musical selections. While the 
programs are well arranged for public 
devotional meetings, they will also be 
abundantly rewarding in personal de- 
votional Bible study. The work is thor- 
oughly Scriptural, intensely interesting, 
and very informing. 


Tell Us, Please—Answers to Life’s 
Great Questions. By Charles J. Wood- 
bridge, Ph.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
Westwood, N. J., $2.) Using forty ques- 
tions as a basis, Dr. Woodbridge has 
written a primer of Christian doctrine 
and practice. He takes the reader from 
“Can We Know?” to “Is It Enough To 
Know?” He establishes in the first few 
chapters the authority of the Scriptures 
and concludes by showing that spiritual 
knowledge becomes effective in the life 
only when one believes on Christ as 
Saviour and thus receives the Holy 
Spirit as strengthener and guide. Dr. 
Woodbridge shows that life came from 
God, not through evolution; that we are 
here for a purpose; that eternal bliss or 
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everlasting suffering lie ahead of us. He 
presents briefly and clearly the doctrines 
of the Trinity, man, sin, salvation, the 
Church, the Devil, Heaven, and the Sec- 
ond Coming. He writes of assurance, 
the ‘heathen, the unpardonable sin, pre- 
destination, how sin is forgiven and con- 
trolled in a believer’s life, the privilege 
and mystery of prayer, and the ise of 
the Bible. He deals with church mem- 
bership, true Protestantism, the problem 
of multiple denominations, and ordi- 
nances. He warns against the danger of 
worldliness; gives good advice on how 
to find God’s will, and light on the prob- 
lem of suffering; and stresses the impor- 
tance of care in choosing a life partner 
and establishing a Christian home. Dr. 
Woodbridge has an analytical mind and 
treats his subjects clearly and concisely. 
His chapter on the unpardonable sin 
will bring comfort to many. He shows 
that sin is not necessary, and how to 
have victory. Many will be glad to 
have his four-point outline of the basic 
tenets of Protestantism. His 127-page 
volume is particularly useful for young 
Christians, but will also help to, clarify 
the thinking of many who have been a 
long time on the pilgrim road. Dr. 
Woodbridge is careful to support all 
that he says with frequent quotations 
from the Bible. 


On Call—Daily Devotional Readings 
for Nurses. By Lois Rowe, R.N. (Inter- 
Varsity Press, Chicago 10; $3.50.) Here 
are devotional réadings, with Scripture 
passages and memory verses, for a whole 
year, especially designed for nurses. 
Each occupies a page, with a text at the 
top, then Miss Rowe’s comments, fol- 
lowed by references to a chapter to be 
read and a memory verse; and at the 
bottom of the page is space for notes 
under the heading, “Today I Am Pray- 
ing For.” An unusual feature is the 
original, spiritual poetry by Miss Rowe, 
which takes the place of the prose read- 
ing on several pages. One begins, “I 
bathe the tired, patient sick and leave 
the covers neat, .. .” and another, “Long 
though the nurses’ day all through its 
changing way .. .” showing that the 
author speaks from practical experience. 
She is a graduate of Wheaton College, 
also the Swedish Covenant Hospital in 
Chicago, and has done general duty at 
the Northwestern Branch of Detroit’s 
Grace Hospital and private nursing, 


Miss Rowe has a gift for setting forth 
spiritual lessons in her poetry and prose. 
Her book makes an ideal companion for 
Christian hurses and they will be able 
to pass on its comfort to their patients. 


The Bright High Flyer. By Margaret 
J. Baker. (Longmans, Green & Co., Inc., 
New York 3; $2.50.) Usually a country 
holiday in England is a great lot of fun, 
but the seaside trailer camp proved im- 
possible for the Bennets, especially af- 
ter Mulberry, the family bulldog, tan- 
gled with the manager’s snarling chow. 
Rooms in the Merit’s country home were 
much pleasanter. But why was Peggy 
Merit so provoked when the Bennet 
children investigated the High Flyer, an 
old stagecoach of an earlier generation? 
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Another thing: Why did the trailer camp 
manager insist on buying that same old 
coach? At last Peggy reveals her secret, 
and everybody finds out what the 
reader was told in the book’s first ex- 
citing chapter, that, on the coach’s last 
run, there had been a holdup and one, 
Tom Merit, had secreted a fellow pas- 
senger’s treasure before the latter was 
shot dead. When Tom had later written 
his mother about the incident, his step- 
father had hidden the letter. So a hun- 
dred years had passed ere the Merits 
discovered the financial aid that was to 
mean so much to them. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, August 3 


1, Everybody Does It 
(2 Cor. 6:14-18; 1 Pet. 2:9; Rom. 12:2) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

AST March we had a series of four 

topics on the theme, “Habits That 
Strengthen.” Now we are to consider, 
in four topics, “Habits That Hinder.” 
Some of the habits or attitudes that will 
be mentioned in this series may at first 
seem to be unimportant when we com- 
pare them with so-called grosser sins. 
However, the very fact that they seem 
unimportant at first is a good reason 
for examining our hearts ‘carefully and 
seeking by God’s grace to be cleansed 
from any such habits that we find pres- 
ent in our lives. 
ye 

In Hebrews 12:1 and 2 we learn that 
it is not only open sin that can hinder 
the believer in the Christian race but 
also the weights—the seemingly harm- 
less things that slow down the runner 
and prevent him from winning the race. 
A heavy sweater and ski boots are ex- 
cellent equipment under certain circum- 
stances, but we would not expect a 
trackman to get very far, dressed in 
such clothing, in a hundred-yard dash. 
Just so, in the Christian race, winning 
demands every ounce of energy we can 
muster plus the enabling of the Holy 
Spirit, and we have no right to waste 
our time and energy upon things that 
not only do not contribute to our prog- 
ress but actually hold us back. 

ed 

The excuse that supplies the topic for 
this week’s prayer meeting is a familiar 
one to every one of us. We will hear it, 
without doubt, from our friends 
companions whenever we seek to stand 
fast against doing something or going 
somewhere that does not honor our 
Saviour and Lord. The fact that every- 
body, or nearly everybody, is doing 8 
certain thing presents a very real temp- 
tation to young people. It is natural to 
want to be one of your crowd of friends 
and not to stand out as “queer” % 
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‘quare.” However, if we can learn to 
ink clearly and objectively when such 
treason is given in an attempt to pres- 
tire us into doing that which we know 
is questionable, we may be able to see 
the weakness and fallacy of such an ar- 
fument. 

we 
In the first’ place, very likely every- 
the is not doing it, and such an assump- 
tion has no solid ground under it. Then, 
fanting that everyone else is doing it, 
that does not make it right for us. In 
Nearly every great crisis that the human 
mace has faced, the crowd has been 
Wrong and the minority has been right. 

ye 
Going along with the crowd rather 
than standing for what we know is 
tight and good is weakness and not 
strength. Christians are called to a life 
of separation. It is a twofold separation 
—separation from the world and -sepa- 
Tation to God (2 Cor.’ 6:14-18). It is a 
life not of conformation to the world 
but of transformation to the perfect and 
acceptable will of God (Rom. 12:2). 

we 
God has promised to reveal His will 
to us (Jas. 1:5, 6). He delights to do 
this for those who dre determined to 
stand fast without wavering in faith 
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and purpose. He promises that if we 
will take a stand of separation from evil 
and questionable practices and from 
those whose course is contrary to His 
way, He will receive us and be a Father 
to us (2 Cor. 6:17, 18). 


Me 


It is not an easy course to take any- 
more than it is easy to row upstream 
rather than to drift downstream. But 
it is a most rewarding course, not only 
in the joy and satisfaction that we shall 
experience in our own hearts, and the 
freedom we shall have from a disturb- 
ing and condemning conscience, but it 
is rewarding in the rich fellowship that 
we may have with our Heavenly Father 
and with those Who are likeminded and 
determined to do God’s will and honor 
and obey Him at any cost. 


we 


Finally, we need to remember that 
when we go along with the crowd to 
places or in practices that we know are 
not consistent with God’s Word or are 
not in accord with His will for us, we 
are making it harder for some other 
Christian to stand true (Rom. 14:13; 1 
Cor. 8:9-13). Whether we like it or not, 
other Christians, some of whom may not 
be as strong as we are, are watching our 
conduct. When they see us do certain 
things or go certain places, they may 
quite naturally assume, if we are older 
or more experienced Christians, that 
this is the proper thing to do. We are, 
indeed, our brothers’ keepers, and we 
have no right to make. it harder for 
anyone to live a _ sincere, consistent 
Christian life. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Children at Home 


Two Secrets 
By Paula Guild Bjork 


URSE TAYO walked quickly down 

the dusty road from. the corner. 
Jeep buses left passengers at that Spot 
when they wanted to go to the village 
six blocks away. “Tall palm trees look 
cool but they don’t give much shade,” 
she thought. “I am glad that I can 
carry this large black umbrella in the 
hot sun. Of course I know that a big 
banana leaf would also protect me, rain 
or shine.” ; 

As Tansing Tayo passed ‘some small 
nipa-bamboo houses many Filipino chil- 
dren stared at her.. “I must look strange 
to them dressed in a white uniform and 
carrying a small black bag and a large 
umbrella. But soon they will be glad 
to see the visiting nurse from the Mis- 
sion Hospital and welcome me as young 
Luis does.” The thought of Luis caused 
her to frown slightly as she hurried 
toward his nipa house. 

Some children came running to meet 
her. Pedro offered his help, “Mum, may 
I carry your bag?” 

“Thank you, Pedro. And how is your 
brother Luis today?” 
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“He sat up a little this morning, but- 
mamma says he won’t eat much rice. 
He doesn’t even like our favorite fish 
and he won’t eat any vegetables or ba- 
nanas.” 

Pedro knew that this was a long 
speech to tell this new friend, Nurse 
Tayo. If she understood maybe she 
could help his smaller brother to get 
well soon. He missed his playmate. 
Pedro didn’t like to catch grasshoppers 
alone, or spin his top without Luis there 
to watch and take his turn. 

Miss Tayo and Pedro stopped in front 
of a small nipa house and she called, 
“Tag balay?” (“Anyone home?”) 

“Saka,” came the answer. 
up.”) 

She went up the narrow bamboo steps 
which had_no hand railing to hold onto. 
From early childhood Filipino children 
learn how to go up the steep steps easily 
without hanging on to a railing. 

In one corner of the room on a mat 
Luis rested. His greeting, “Good morn- 
ing,” could hardly be heard it was so 
faint. 

When Miss Tayo took his temperature 
and examined him she sighed with re- 
lief. Turning to Luis’s mother, she re- 
marked, “He’s better, less fever. Now 
he needs something to intereft him, Mrs. 
Salez. Soon his fever will be gone, but 
he shows no desire to get well.” 

Luis’s mother shook her head sadly. 
She didn’t know what to do to help 
him. If only he would eat. “I’ve fixed 
all the favorite food he likes, small 
dried fish, fresh new rice, even a 
chicken, but he won’t eat much.” 

“Don’t worry, Mrs. Salez. Sometimes 
the fever leaves them very weak. We 
must think of a way to help him want 
to get well.” 

“Tomorrow morning,” Miss Tayo 
called to Luis as she left the house. 

Walking down the road she heard’a 
loud humming noise. “Airplanes don’t 
fly this time of day,” she thought. 
Glancing up, Tansing Tayo saw some- 
thing high in the sky and she stopped to 
watch. A group of children watched 
also. Then Pedro ran excitedly toward 
the nurse, “It belongs to my cousin Sal- 
ustiano—I helped him make it! You 
like it?” 

“Very much, Pedro, and you know 
how to make such a humming kite by 
yourself?” ° 

“Oh, yes, Miss Tayo! The big kites 
are hard to make, but my cousin taught 
me how to make the hummer work. 
When I earn and save two pesos then I 
can buy string and strong paper to make 
a humming kite.” 

“Pedro, you continue to hope, and 
some day you will make that kite. Now, 
run to.your house quickly. Ask Luis if 
he heard the humming kite. Maybe he 
thought that he heard an airplane. 
Help him to the window to look out 
and see the kite fly, then tell me to- 
morrow how much he liked it!” 

As Pedro ran quickly to tell Luis, 
Miss Tayo thought about his remark, 
“When I earn and save two pesos... to 
make a humming kite.” She knew that 
the Salez family had little money. 
Hadn't she herself helped buy needed 
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medicine for Luis? But her salary was 
hardly enough to buy string and paper, 
too, just for a kite. Every day she saw 
so many people needing medicine and 
food. And yet, a kite for Luis—would 
that give him the desire to get well and 
play again? . 

That afternoon when Tansing returned 
to the Mission Hospital the supervising 
nurse called her, “Would you help to 
finish unpacking the boxes of bandages 
and materials from the States?” Tan- 
sing Tayo did not notice how much work 
had to be finished before she could go 
home. All she saw was the string and 
strong paper from the packages. Of 
course, just what Pedro and Luis needed 
for a kite. 

The next morning Miss Tayo decided 
to let Luis tell her first about seeing the 
kite. If he appeared excited, then she 


knew that making a kite for him would - 


be a good reason for him to get well 
fast. Luis answered a loud “Saka” 
when she called, “Tag balay?” (“Anyone 
home?”’) 

“He did like the kite, and is excited,” 
she thought. Luis was excited but not 
very happy. | 

Immediately he told her about the 
kite. “I saw Salustiano’s kite yesterday. 
It hummed just like an airplane. I wish 
I had a kite, too.” 

“Maybe when you are well your cou- 
sin will let you fly his kite.” 

“But that’s not like having one for 
your very own. They are so big, and 
they cost so much money to make one, 
and—” 

No longer could Nurse keep her ‘se- 
cret. “Luis, you can have one for your- 
self. See this package? I got this string 
and paper yesterday at the hospital 
from boxes sent by American. friends. 
Pedro can cut bamboo sticks and soon 
you two will have that wonderful kite 
made.” 

Luis shouted for joy, “Pedro, Pedro, 
come here!” and Pedro came running 
quickly. 

The boys made the kite in one week. 
The wingspread measured four feet 
across and the bamboo sticks were 
shaped carefully to make the hummer 
right. All this time Luis got more ex- 
cited about the kite and every day he 
ate better... His mother greeted Miss 
Tayo with a smile. 

“That Luis, how he eats!” she ex- 
claimed. “No more do I have to coax.” 

As Tansing Tayo left the village that 
day, Pedro walked to the jeep bus with 
her and carried her black bag. “Pedro, 
the kite is really half yours. But Luis 
is so excited about it, he thinks that the 
kite belongs to him.” 

“I don’t care,” Pedro said. As Miss 
Tayo looked at his happy face she knew 
that he didn’t mind if the kite caenped 
to Luis. 

“Why not, Pedro?” 

With smiling eyes he turned to Miss 
Tayo and exclaimed, “Want to hear a 
secret? Well, humming kites are so big 
they take two people to fly them. Now 
I have two things to play with, Luis 
and the kite, because you helped us, 
Miss Tayo.” 

“I have a secret to tell you, too, 
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Pedro,” replied Miss Tayo. Her eyes 
twinkled as she told him: “Every month 
boxes come from the United States from 
friends. I will have more string and 
paper for kites. You can make one for 
yourself and some to sell.” 

When Pedro left Nurse Tansing Tayo, 
she heard him humming a tune. “A 
humming boy and a humming kite go 
fine together,” she thought. 

BERKELEY, CALIF. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





oy Bible Beatings on “the ternational 
ssons, isaued 7 the Tnterustional 
Sunday School sson Committee. 
July 28 to Algust 3 


Mon., July 28.—Amos 7:10-17. 
Speaking for the Right. 
Prayer Succestions: “The Lord said 
unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people 
Israel.” Amos knew the difference be- 
tween the will of man and the will of 
God, and courageously stood in the will 
of God. . We have only One to please. 
As Christ did always those things which 
pleased the Father, so let us walk, pleas- 
ing Him in all our ways and work. The 
commendation of a good conscience and 
of God Himself are our best comforts 
in times when we run into conflict with 
the will of man and suffer for it. Bold- 
ness for God under opposition is the 
best and safest course. Pray for courage 
to challenge your enemies who seek to 
hinder your duty. 


Tues., July 29.—John 8:31-38. 
True Discipleship. 
PraYER Succestions: “If ye continue 
in my word, then are ye my disciples in- 
deed.” Disciples of the Lord are those 
who listen to, learn, and obey His holy 
Word. These, He says, “are ... my dis- 
ciples indeed” (John 8:31). Many who 
have nodded to Christ have not as yet 
yielded to Christ. Many are more will- 
ing to hear Christ’s words than to heed 
His words. The parable of the man who 
built his house on the sand applies to 
many more people who profess to be the 
Lord’s people than we may think (Matt. 
7: 24-29). Only they that hear and do 
the will of the Lord are disciples of the 
Lord. Pray for an awakening among 
the many false professors in your 
church. 


Wed., July 30.—Acts 4:13-22. 
Duty to God First. 
Prayer Succestions: “Whether it be 
right in the sight of God to hearken unto 
you more than unto God, judge ye.” 
Can you say with Peter when it comes 
to choices, “We ought to obey God 
rather than men”? (Acts 5:29.) Settle 
it in your heart that God and His King- 
dom shall always be first with you. 
Keep God’s will supreme in all your 
contacts, conversations, and ministra- 
tions. If you, day by day, live in the 
practical sections of the New Testament 
Epistles, your life will be deeply taught 
in the art of holy living. Pray that you 


“ may be a bright scholar in the school of 
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Christ. 


Thurs., July 31.—Gal. 3:23-28. 
Sons Through Faith 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIons: “For ye are al] 
the children of God by faith in Chris 
Jesus.” The way salvation comes to us 
and by what means, is, set forth in the 
Gospel of Christ. It is by faith that # 
might be by grace. Not in what we 
call faith, but that faith which is ag 
cording to godliness. Many have only, 
pretended faith, not based upon the 
Word of faith. They live not “by the 
faith of the Son of God” who loved them 
and gave Himself for them on the tree 
Faith apart from works is barren (Ja 
2:20). Do you show your faith in right 
eous behavior? Pray for the early con. 
version of your children, 


Fri., Aug. 1—Gal. 5:1, 13-15. 
Freedom From Bondage, 
Prayer Succestions: “Stand fast there. 
fore in the liberty wherewith Chris 
hath made us free, and be not entangled 
again with the yoke of bondage.” Bond. 
age to sin and ceremonies and to deed 
of the Law which justify not is not to bk 
the portion of those whom Christ hat 
set free from the Law and from the rule 
and regulations of men. For “Christ i 
the end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth” (Rom. 10:4), 
None are free to sin, but all in Christ 
are free from the law of sin and death 
which was in our members, and fre 
from fear of wrath to come. Pray fo 
deep, holy joy in Christ in all your serv- 
ice of love to Him. 


Sat., Aug. 2.—Gal. 5:16-26. 
Freedom in the Spirit 

Prayer Svuccestions: “Walk in th 
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust d 
the flesh.” The Christian lives in 
three-room house. In the room we ¢ 
his body, he comes in contact with 
world. In the one called his soul, he 
conscious of himself most; but in t 
room called his spirit, he looks out w 
eternity and communes with God. If 
lives there chiefly, he is where G 
wants him to live and move and wot 
for his own and others’ good, and for # 
glory of his Saviour and Lord. Life 
the Spirit is the life that is life inde 
In it is a life of freedom, purity, 
power. Pray for Italy. 


Sun., Aug. 2.—Philem., vv. 10-19. 
From Slave to E 
Prayer Succestions: “Not now 3% 
servant, but above a servant, a brotl 
beloved, especially to me, but how mue 
more unto thee, both in the flesh, and 
the Lord?” How.God looks at slavery 
especially among His people, is beall 
fully disclosed in Paul’s Letter to Phi 
mon. It took a disappointing pre 
dence to put Philemon in the mood 
receive his returning slave as a brot 
in Christ. And Onesimus found his 
tus in Philemon’s household far h 
and nobler than it ever could have 
in a non-Christian household. The & 
pél does good to all classes of its 
ients. Pray for the poor 
Christians in occupied China. 
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